
 OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
News and Views June, 2010

Web site: www.otariwiltonsbush.org.nz.  For all walks meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o 
Tane unless otherwise stated.  Unless otherwise stated walks are free to Trust members, otherwise 
$3. For information re walks and seminars contact the Treehouse on (04) 499 1400

The first Saturday of 
each month. 9am 

Plant care will run on the first Saturday of each month. 
Contact Wilbur Dovey, 4991044. 

Sunday 27 
June
2pm

Ray Mole and Otari – 1962 – 1991.  Explore the Otari that Ray Mole 
developed while he was curator for 29 years.  Ray came to NZ from Southern 
Africa having trained first at Wisley.  His period at Otari was a time of 
dramatic development.  Come on the walk to find out more!  2 hours.  Easy.  
Leader John Dawson and Rob Lucas

Sunday 25
July
2pm

Plant Stories: This walk will look at some of the survival techniques of 
plants, the relationships between plants and their environments, and how one 
can affect the other. A relatively easy walk, not going beyond the Troup Picnic 
Ground. It would be no longer than 2 hours in duration.
Leader: Chris Moore
 

Sunday 22
May
2pm

22 August Cockayne’s collectors. In naming the paths in the Otari Open-
Air Native Plant Museum Leonard Cockayne and J.G. MacKenzie gave 
recognition to the many amateur and professional botanists who collected 
plants for Otari in the period to 1933. The walk will take in as many of the 
paths and other locations commemorating these helpers as can be fitted into a 
two-hour walk   A little information on the people commemorated will be 
provided as we go.  Sneakers or walking shoes will be adequate although there 
will be some steps. Leader: Rodney Lewington

Friday 10
September
7.30pm

Glow Worm Trail
Take a look at night life in the native forest, down to the Kaiwharawhara 
stream.  Leader: Dave Burton. See page 5 for details.

Saturday 18
September

Open Day

Sunday 26
September
2pm

The Waterfalls on Ferguson Creek . We will walk the Yellow Trail to the 
mature Pukatea then follow the Ferguson Stream to the waterfall at the 
boundary fence.  From here our walk will follow the stream to the 4 wheel 
drive track below the Skyline Ridge.  The return will be by the track to the Flax 
Clearing and the Kirk Track (part of the Red Trail).  Boots are advisable as 
there will be a little scrambling.  
Leaders:  Chris Moore and Rodney Lewington
.
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Chairman’s Message

Hi All,

Autumn is well and truly with us and I am sure the rain is welcomed by the Otari-Wilton’s Bush 
Staff.  The BBQ’s are now operational again and the new modifications hopefully will help.

The Landscape consultation is now finished . The Council is now preparing an implementation plan 
which should be available midyear.  As David Sole mentioned at the AGM there are funds in the 
2011-12 budget for several of the larger projects. 

Three Otari-Wilton’s Bush awards were given at the AGM.  The recipients were Liz Dovey, 
Sandra Clarke, and Sue Usher and they are to be congratulated for all the hard work they 
have put in over many years and it is appreciated by all.

Staff have been busy in the park and there are changes about to occur to improve the entrance by 
adding to the Alpine Garden.  The Trust intends to use part of the Lowe bequest to fund the moving 
of the large rocks required.

We have a new Board member, Mariska Wouter.   Please welcome her as she gets familiar with 
what the Trust does in relation to Otari-Wilton’s Bush.  Mariska says Otari has been her natural 
refuge since moving to Wellington in 2001 - particularly when she lived in Wadestown for a 
number of years.  Mariska previously worked for the Department of Conservation as a social 
researcher and is now a policy analyst with Local Government New Zealand.  Her interests are 
nature-based tourism and community-based conservation.  She is also very attracted to remote 
places such as Antarctica and served as the Chair for the Wellington Branch of the Antarctic 
Society for about five years. 

As you read this I will be overseas and hope to be able to spend some time looking at other botanic 
gardens particularly those with a forest/bush element.  No doubt as always there are ideas that can 
be used in Otari-Wilton’s Bush and fed to the Parks and Gardens staff to ensure we continually try 
to improve the visitor experience. 

As Rewi mentioned at the AGM they currently have a good experienced team at Otari-Wilton’s 
Bush and they deserve the full support of the volunteers and Board members alike.

I look forward to seeing you at Otari-Wilton’s Bush on some crisp winter day soon.

Regards

Phil Parnell
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Otari Report 

Kia ora koutou,

Thank you to all who wrote submissions regarding the draft Otari landscape development plan 
submissions, both from the Trust board and from those individual members who also contributed. 
We are looking forward to cracking this and getting on with some of the more detailed work which 
will follow the plan being signed off by Council.

Over the past couple of weeks the staff have been planting in the gardens from our burgeoning 
nursery. Many of these plants we collected on two of the major collecting trips we made last year to 
Northland and the West Coast. Along with these we have been transplanting tree ferns into the 
former Dracophyllum garden, which is rapidly being transformed into a New Zealand tree fern 
collection.  

Storm damage a couple of months ago bought down an old rewarewa across the circular walk into 
the Kaiwharawhara stream. The timber will likely be used for carving by Bryce Manu who carved 
the two waharoa at Otari. Bryce is currently sorting out new posts for our waharoa after substantial 
rot was discovered at the base of the existing posts. We hope to have new carved posts in place by 
the end of the year. 

Work will be starting soon in the alpine garden to narrow the wider path running adjacent to the 
fernery. Narrowing this path will remove the confusion new visitors have when deciding which 
might be the main path to take around the gardens in this area. It will also visually tie in the alpine 
garden with the very abrupt edge of the fernery. Funding for this work has been donated by the 
Trust after a bequest was made which expressed a preference for the money to be used in our alpine 
collection. We are very grateful for the donation which means this work can be carried out sooner 
than we anticipated.

Our annual open day seems to be rapidly approaching. We are looking forward to a sunny day on 
Saturday 18 of September this year. This year’s open day marks the end of Conservation Week and 
the start of Wellington's Spring Festival. We look forward to seeing you there.

Take care,

Rewi Elliot

Curator/Manager 

Otari 
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Trust Board 2010 – 2011

At the Trust Board Annual General Meeting, held on May 12 2010,. the following candidates 
nominated for the Board of Trustees were declared duly elected for the current year, there being no 
further nominations.  Following this meeting the Board elected the Chairman, Secretary and 
Treasurer to hold these positions until the next Annual General Meeting.

The Board of Trustees  

Chairman Phil Parnell 93 Amritsar St, Khandallah. Phone: 479 2239. landy@xtra.co.nz

Secretary: Margaret Crimp: 167 Wilton Rd., Wilton. Phone:  475 3263. m.crimp@xtra.co.nz

Treasurer. Jocelyn Hoskin 14 Warwick St, Wilton. Phone: 475 8696. 
jocelynhoskin@clear.net.nz

Peter Buxton 106 Weld St, Wadestown. Phone:  472 3456. 
jbuxton@paradise.net.nz

Wilbur Dovey 40  Warwick St.  Wilton. Phone:  499 1044.  
cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz

John Shrapnell 27 Hanover St., Wadestown. Phone:  473 7128. 
shrapnell@clear.net.nz

Mariska Wouters 13 Limerick Grove, Ascot Park, Porirua   021 401448. 
mmwouters@yahoo.com

Cathy Wylie 43 Huntleigh Park Way, Ngaio. Phone:  938 6498. 
cathy.wylie@nzcer.org.nz

The trustees welcome individual communications from members on any matters relating to Otari-
Wilton’s Bush Reserve or the Trust, particularly from those who would like to assist and 
participate in our activities.

Newsletter: Vera Burton. Phone 9388207.  davee@paradise.net.nz

Erratum: 
In the February issue keen readers might have noticed confusion with the dates of the two 
curators, Brockie and Mole.  The dates of Ray Mole’s tenure are 1962 to 1991.  
Walter Brockie was there from 1947 to 1962.
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Open Day: 
This year it will be on Saturday September 18.  Make a note of it now. This is 
your chance to buy quality native plants and of course it is also your chance to 
get involved with the Trust cake stall and barbecue.

Look and learn  .....Then Walk
This is a must see.
If you are visiting Otari in the next few weeks you must go into the Information Centre to see the 
“Ray Mole” display.  Stan Pillar, with input from Sandra Clarke, has put together this interesting 
and informative display which complements the June Walk – Ray Mole and Otari – 1962 -1991.  
Our thanks go to Stan and Sandra for their hard work.

Volunteer Host Training Days

Calling anyone who enjoys meeting people and who has a passion for Otari  We need 
more weekend hosts. Hosting involves 2.5 hours every 4 or 5 weeks 
A training day is coming up.

 When:  Saturday 3 July, 10am to 2.00pm.

 Where:  Otari Information Centre,
              160 Wilton Road.

 For more information
 Phone:  Margaret Crimp on: 475 3263
 Or you can email Margaret at 
 Email: m.crimp@xtra.co.nz

Glow Worm Walks

Friday 4 September, 2 October 7.30 p.m.   Leader – Dave Burton
Meet at the Otari Information Centre.
Glow worms are alive and well and living in Otari.   We walk down through the bush at night, 
past tree ferns, rimus, epiphytes in profusion, ratas, crayfish – and glow worms.   This is your 
chance to see glow worms up close and personal, complete with their midge-catching, sticky-
thread nets.   The tour starts from the information centre, and you’ll need good shoes, warm 
clothing, and a torch.   All children must be accompanied by an adult.   Glow worms guaranteed!
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Participants must book through the Treehouse  ph 499 1400 before 1pm Friday; the cost being $4, 
$2 for children. In the event of bad weather, for cancellations ring 499 4444 after 5pm. 
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Mt Stokes collecting trip for Otari-Wilton’s Bush . January 2010

A. Waireia stenopetala    B. Prasophyllum sp. 

C. Aporostylis bifolia  D. Chiloglottis cornuta.  

E. Celmisia sp. Undescribed.  F. Celmisia hieracifolia

var. oblonga (peculiar to Mt Stokes).  G. Bulbinella sp.

H.  Brachyglottis lagopus.  I. Celmisia rutlandii.  

J. Acrothamnus (Leucopogon) colensoi.  

K. Ranunculus verticillatus.
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Mount Stokes Collecting Trip

This trip came about because I was looking at Celmisia macmahonii var. macmahonii in Arnold 
Denchs' garden, and he commented that he hoped it would make it through the summer as he could 
not get it again if it died, so I asked where it came from.  It is found only on Mt Stokes, the highest 
point in the Marlborough Sounds, so I decided to go up there and have a look for it.  I got a 
collecting permit from the Department of Conservation, and Finn and another friend decided to 
come too, so mid January we set off for a daytrip.  Unfortunately we did not find Celmisia 
macmahonii, but we did find plenty of other interesting plants, some of which are now growing in 
the Banks Entrance next to the gate to the house. (See photos above)
Eleanor Burton

Book Review:

“Path and other location names used in the Otari Open-Air Native  Plant 
Museum 1926 to 1965”

Author: Rodney Lewington.   Publ. by Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust Board. 2009

The Trust Board must be congratulated for publishing this most helpful and interesting fifty two 
page booklet. A substantial reference map accompanies the documentation. It has required an 
enormous amount of research by the author, Rodney Lewington, with contributions from over 
twenty persons who all cherish this Reserve. It is not only a record for reference but also has 
important management and Health and Safety values.

As example it will be of great assistance to help pinpoint flora and fauna, a visitor in need of 
assistance, or the exact location of an emergency such as fire.

The map itself is large (590x420cm.) and includes the main paths existing in 2009. The contrasting 
colours make it easy to pick-up and follow the route of paths. Enlarged detail is given around the 
Solander Entrance  and the Troup Picnic Park.

The author makes the point that the botanical development of the Otari – Wilton  Reserve 
commenced in 1926, when the WCC established that some area should be set aside specifically for 
the cultivation of New Zealand native plants. A few years later Leonard Cockayne, in his 1932 
publication, discussed paths and locations. A decision was made then, that their names should be, 
those of botanists ‘who by their researches , have brought about the present knowledge of the flora 
and vegetation of New Zealand’ with few exceptions. His purpose was to encourage and recognise 
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those who had promoted knowledge of native flora. The author also notes that this did exclude 
Maori names, and Maori who had a significant presence in this area. He also notes the omission of 
Carl Linnaeus, but one of his brightest students, Daniel Solander, has been remembered.

The author has listed the names and locations in alphabetical order, indicating their position on the 
map, and providing in most cases a fascinating and interesting short biography. He quite fairly 
abridged some entries in order to accommodate the large number listed from his research. It is great 
to see Martin Chapman listed, but within his limits the author is unable to remind us that if it had 
not been the foresight of Martin Chapman, and the generosity of his brother Sir Frederick Chapman, 
the collection areas, lawn, nursery, and adjacent areas would have been taken up for real-estate 
development. Unfortunately the biography of Leonard Cockayne  similarly had to be extremely 
abridged.

.

The author too, must have been questioning the selection and the criteria used. For example: 
L’Aube was a French corvette -  one of the world’s greatest naturalists, Charles Darwin, has his 
name relegated to a ‘rock’ – Sir William Hooker, the first curator of Kew Gardens, was a recipient 
in Europe ( as were many ) of native plants  from New Zealand collectors, and yet one of the most 
common paths has been allocated his name.

When you consider the interest and value of this publication, and its focus to recognize those 
botanists who have contributed to Otari, perhaps an up-date by the Trust should be considered, to 
include recent great gifts to Otari, such as those from the Druce and Dench collections. 

Jock Fleming.

Note : This booklet and map are now in reprint. Copies are available from the Secretary Margaret 
Crimp : 475 32 63   or   m.crimp@xtra.co.nz

     

Newsletter by email?

You may be one of those who likes to settle down with your newsletter and a cup of coffee. Great!
But you may be one of those who would prefer your newsletter by email; after all you will get it a 
couple of days earlier and the photos will be in colour. If you would like to receive it by email 
please email Margaret Crimp at m.crimp@xtra.co.nz  and let her know.

Acknowledgement.  Members of the Trust are probably not aware of the valuable input of the 
Burton family to the work of the Trust.  Vera has been editor of this newsletter for some years.  
Vera was also involved with the short courses we ran in the days when Onslow College organised 
them.  Eleanor Burton, staff member at Otari, has faithfully produced a drawing for every 
newsletter we have had.  Dave Burton turns out every winter, regardless of the weather, to lead our 
glow worm tours.  Thank you all very much.  We do appreciate your commitment to Otari.
Margaret Crimp
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Introducing the Fungi of our Forests. 

Short course with Geoff Ridley.  April 
2010

A.  Lentinellus novae-zelandiae   B Leratiomyces ceres   C. 

Daldinia sp.  D. Parasola sp. E. Mycena sp?  F. Clitocybe 

sp.  G. Ganoderma sp.  H. Mycena sp (red and tiny).  

 I. Armillaria novaezelandia 
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A Top Right:

Geoff Ridley (left) 
course tutor,  with a 
member of his class.



Below: Otari-Wilton's Bush Trust stall  at Wadestown Fair, with
Jeannie Buxton.
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Ripogonum scandens

Supplejack or kareao is found in forest throughout the country including 
Stewart and Chatham Islands.  It is a vine, climbing to the canopy before 
spreading out.  It can form impenetrable tangles in the bush, and the vines are 
very tough.  The piece illustrated here is adult foliage and young fruit, with a 
bunch of ripe fruit.  Supplejack can be seen from the deck at Otari.
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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
(Supporting Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve)

      Membership Application Form
We are delighted to welcome new members – whatever your interest in Otari-Wilton's Bush
 - from a desire to participate in active friendly volunteer support and educational activities, 
or just the satisfaction of being associated with this wonderful native plant reserve.

12



Our membership year is from 1 April to 31 March.  New members joining after 1 January will 
have the membership accredited to the following year. 

Yes, I would like to join the Trust.

      Name (s) : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
     
      Postal Address : …………………………………………………………………………….

        ……………………………………………………………………………

                  …………………………………………………………………………  

      Telephone contact number/s : (    )…………………………………………………  

      E-mail address:  < >

      Billing Name and Address :……………………………………………………………………………………….          

       (if different from above)        ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Subscription Corporate $30 $

Double/Family $15 $

Individual $10 $

Student/Unwaged $5 $

Donation* $

Total payment (please enclose cheque**) $

*The Trust is registered as a Charitable organisation and donations over $5.00 qualify for a tax 
rebate to individual taxpayers. (annual limits apply)  We will provide a donation receipt to support your 
tax rebate claim 
**We regret we cannot process payments by Credit Card.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please indicate the areas of interest to you from the 
following list:

()     Work parties                            ()   Hosting at the Information centre

()     Administration ()   Guiding

()     Historical Research

Please send this completed form with your cheque to:  The Treasurer,
    Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust,

160 Wilton Road, Wilton,
Wellington 6012
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	Total payment

