OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
News and Views December, 2011
Web site: www.otariwiltonsbush.org.nz. For all walks meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o
Tane unless otherwise stated. Unless otherwise stated walks are free to Trust members, otherwise
$3. For information re walks and seminars contact the Treehouse on (04) 499 1400

The first Saturday of
each month. 9am

Plant care is on the first Saturday of each month. It is suspended in
January, resuming in February.
Contact Wilbur Dovey, 4991044.

Sunday 18
December
2pm

Prepare for your Christmas festivities! Bring your out of town
visitors and come and walk up the Blue Trail through the forest to the
800 year old rimu. Steep with some steps. Good shoes recommended.
2 hours Leader John Dawson

Monday 23
January
2pm

Hitching a ride: Vines and Epiphytes.
This is an easy walk looking at the different methods plants use to reach
the sunlight. Leader: John Dawson

Monday 23
January
From 4.30pm

The Annual Trust barbecue. Bring your food, drinks etc and meet at
the Troup picnic ground from 4.30. Perhaps you could combine this
with the monthly walk.

Thursday 9
February
8.30am

Cleanup of Otari road borders and stream. Meet at the information
Centre at 8.30am

Sunday 26
February
2pm

Exploring the Pukatea Grove.
This walk starts off on the Yellow Trail and goes off-track to visit a
grove of mature Pukatea trees. On the way we pass an old kingfisher
condominium and a gnarled Mahoe tree. Depending on the time we may
get to visit a waterfall and an 800 year old Rimu tree.
The walk is relatively easy but sturdy footwear is required as, for some
of the time, we will be off a formed track. The walk duration is up to 2
hours. Leader: Chris Moore

Tuesdays in March
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March seminar series. Keep Tuesday evenings free for an interesting
series of seminars. Details will be in the next newsletter and on the
website

Chairman’s Message
Kia Ora,

Yes summer is upon us and the plants are really starting their growth spurts.
The rugby world cup is almost a distant memory and picnickers are now making good use of the
facilities at Otari-Wilton’s Bush.
In a recent walk at Otari the great number of bird species (kereru, tui, parakeets, fantails) seen by
overseas visitors just in the collection garden areas rewards the effort being put in everybody. It is a
delight to see and with all the flowering plant species makes the Trust's work seem more
worthwhile. The staff at Otari-Wilton’s Bush have done a great job this year and we look forward to
further developments in 2012.
The final plans for the curator’s house alterations have been shown to the Trust and they will go out
for public consultation shortly. I am sure they will further enhance users' experience of the gardens.
The release of the John Dawson and Rob Lucas book on Native Trees of New Zealand
was a highlight of 2011. The trust funded a limited edition copy of the book to be placed in the rare
books library at Kew gardens in London. This will further highlight internationally the variety and
importance of the New Zealand native flora.
There is an increase in guided tours this year so expect the visitors in numbers when cruise ships are
in port (75 this season). Rodney Lewington is doing an excellent job of coordinating these tours.
Visitors continue to enjoy the Bush and our unique plants.
Many of our trees and plants are in flower currently so a walk with friends and other Trust members
should be on your festive agenda. You can explore the new paths being developed near the end of
the Cockayne lawn by Otari-Wilton’s Bush
staff using their new tractor!
Thanks to all members who are helping out, the Trust Board and City Council do appreciate the
good work. Best wishes for the festive season and a happy and safe 2012.
Regards
Phil Parnell
Chair Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust
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Otari Report
Kia ora koutou.
It’s finally summer! We have had a fantastic spring; the rain and warmth has
resulted in a lot of lush growth throughout the gardens. I hope you all have the
time to come in and enjoy it.
Last week we welcomed Peter Griffen on board as our new Assistant Gardener.
Peter is returning to work after spending a few years looking after his children
and comes with a background working for the Department of Conservation, on Kapiti Island among
other roles.
We are just in the final stages of creating a new path through our grasses collection adjacent to the
lookout. This exciting project stems from the Landscape Development Plan we completed last year.
The new path provides a very obvious link down to the lower collections after visitors are lured
across the Cockayne Lawn by the fantastic view. It also offers some alternative views of the
gardens that weren’t apparent before.
Visitor numbers seem to be on the rise as the weather gets warmer. We have had quite a few visits
from cruise ship passengers lately. The team who are guiding them through Otari are doing an
excellent job (despite the weather not playing ball).
We are now getting about 80,000 visitors a year. I recently met with a consultant who tells me this
is a very respectable number. He is currently working for the Department of Conservation to
develop the Waipoua Forest visitor experience in Northland; a fascinating job. After a tour around
Otari he was impressed by the place and by the direction in which we are heading.
From myself and the Otari team, have a merry and safe Christmas and New Year. I look forward to
catching up with you in 2012.
Ka kite,
Rewi Elliot
Curator/Manager
Otari Native Botanic Garden and Wilton's Bush Reserve

Open Day
Open Day this year was blessed with beautiful weather which encouraged people to buy
refreshments and to linger at tables on the deck enjoying the atmosphere. Many thanks to all those
who helped on the day and all those who supplied the delicious food.
The stall selling raffle, tickets cards and books, the refreshment stall and barbecue together took
about $1300 – a very good result.
Raffle Prize winners were:
1st prize: a copy of NZ”s Native Trees – Kay Poynton
2nd. prize: A selection of native plants – Luno Perich-doro Wolinski
3rd. prize: a copy of Trees and their Bark -- Amanda
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The Board of Trustees
Chairman Phil Parnell

93 Amritsar St, Khandallah. Phone: 479 2239.
landy@xtra.co.nz

Secretary: Margaret Crimp:

167 Wilton Rd., Wilton. Phone: 475 3263.
m.crimp@xtra.co.nz

Treasurer. Jocelyn Hoskin

14 Warwick St, Wilton. Phone: 475 8696.
jocelynhoskin@clear.net.nz

Peter Buxton

106 Weld St, Wadestown. Phone: 472 3456.

pebuxton@xtra.co.nz

Wilbur Dovey

40 Warwick St. Wilton. Phone: 499 1044.

cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz

John Shrapnell

27 Hanover St., Wadestown. Phone: 473 7128. shrapnell@clear.net.nz

Ian Stockwell

2 Paisley Terrace, Karori. phone: 476 3630.

Cathy Wylie

43 Huntleigh Park Way, Ngaio. Phone: 938 6498.
Cathy.wylie@vuw.ac.nz

stockwellian@hotmail.com

The trustees welcome individual communications from members on any matters relating to OtariWilton’s Bush Reserve or the Trust, particularly from those who would like to assist and participate
in our activities.
Newsletter: Vera Burton. Phone 9388207. davee@paradise.net.nz

Heritage picnic
Phil Parnell and Kay Poynton had
put a lot of time and effort into
planning this picnic. Unfortunately
on the day the bad weather forced
the venue to be shifted to the
information Centre. All those that
did attend enjoyed the delicious food
and the band. In a break in the
weather some even took part in a
tug-o-war.
Left: The band 'Big Yellow
Caravan" entertains at the Heritage
Picnic
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September was a memorable month.
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Winter weather
made for some
beautiful effects at
Otari. These are of
the hail storm in
September.
Photos; Margaret
Crimp

Prize Winning Orchids.
New Zealand orchids stole the
show in September. These two
Spider Orchids won awards for
Otari Wilton’s Bush from the
Capital City Orchid Society.
They were originally part of the
Dench Collection, and were
entered by Rewi.
Above : Nematocerus rivulare
(Silverback) on the left was
awarded Best Micro Orchid.
Nematocerus longipetalum, on
the right, was awarded Best
Terrestrial Orchid
The photo on the right below is
a close up of N. longipetalum.
Photos Rewi Elliot.
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New Zealand’s Native Trees.
The Book launch of New Zealand’s Native Trees took place at
Unity Books in September. It was launched by Jane Connor,
publisher, and published by Craig Potton Publishing. Minister
of Conservation, Kate Wilkinson also spoke. It is an important,
authoritative, seminal book - the text is wide-ranging and
deeply informative, and it is complemented by breathtaking
photographs. The project has taken several years to complete;
Rob Lucas is now looking forward to resuming his home life
after seven years ricocheting all over the country. He is now
safely back in Wellington with his minder (pictured below).
Hopefully we will have a review of the book in the next
newsletter.
Photos taken by Peter Smythe.
(See Chairman’s message on page 2)
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Hoheria angustifolia
Narrow leaved houhere
This species forms a tall narrow tree, up to 15m. It is a tree of lowland forests, and has a
divaricating (densely twiggy with small leaves) juvenile form. It has quite showy white
flowers (for a New Zealand native) followed by winged seeds. It can be seen at Otari at
the back of the Canterbury border, where it is turning adult at the top of the tree but the
foliage lower down the tree is still juvenile.
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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
(Supporting Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve)

Membership Application Form
We are delighted to welcome new members – whatever your interest in Otari-Wilton's Bush
- from a desire to participate in active friendly volunteer support and educational activities,
or just the satisfaction of being associated with this wonderful native plant reserve.
Our membership year is from 1 April to 31 March. New members joining after 1 January will
have the membership accredited to the following year.
Yes, I would like to join the Trust.
Name (s) : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Postal Address : …………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………
Telephone contact number/s : (

)…………………………………………………

E-mail address: <

>

Billing Name and Address :……………………………………………………………………………………….
(if different from above)

Subscription

……………………………………………………………………………………….
Corporate

$30

$

Double/Family

$15

$

Individual

$10

$

$5

$

Student/Unwaged

$

Donation*

Total payment

(please enclose cheque**)

$

*The Trust is registered as a Charitable organisation and donations over $5.00 qualify for a tax
rebate to individual taxpayers. (annual limits apply) We will provide a donation receipt to support your
tax rebate claim
**We regret we cannot process payments by Credit Card.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please indicate the areas of interest to you from the
following list:
()

Work parties

() Hosting at the Information centre

()

Administration

() Guiding

()

Historical Research

Please send this completed form with your cheque to:
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The Treasurer,
Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust,
160 Wilton Road, Wilton,
Wellington 6012

