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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST 

News and Views March, 2012 
 

Web site: www.otariwiltonsbush.org.nz.  For all walks meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o 
Tane unless otherwise stated.  Unless otherwise stated walks are free to Trust members, otherwise 
$3. For information re walks and seminars contact the Treehouse on (04) 499 1400 
 

 

The first Saturday of 

each month. 9am  

 

Plant care is on the first Saturday of each month.  

Contact Wilbur Dovey, 4991044.  

 

 

Tuesdays in March 

7.30pm 

 

 

March Seminars. See page 4  for details 
 

 

Sunday 25  

March 

2pm  

 

 

The Kauri grove. 

A walk to the area above the Flax Clearing and an examination of the 

160 or so kauri surviving from those planted between 1930 and 1954. 

As we explore the grove Dr Carol West will discuss the history and 

growth of what is the largest stand of kauri south of their natural habitat. 

Leader: Rodney Lewington 

 

 

Sunday 22  

April 

2pm  
 

 

Fungal Foray.  Enjoy an easy two-hour ramble along the tracks, 

spotting the many fungi to be found at this time of the year.    

Leaders: Geoff Ridley and Alison Stringer. 

 

Wednesday 9 

May 

7.15pm 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 
 

 

Sunday 27  

May 

2pm 

 

 

Monsters in the forest    New Zealand has the biggest tree fuchsia, 

hebe and more. Join curator Rewi Elliot on an easy 45-minute walk to 

see these and other Otari monsters.  Leader: Rewi Elliot  
 

 

   Sunday 24 

   June 

   2pm 

 

 

Chapman.  The story of the Chapman Gardens.  

 In 1906 6.8 hectares of Wilton’s Bush was sold to Martin Chapman 

who cleared tracks and planted exotic flowering shrubs alongside the 

forest. On his death in 1924 the land was brought back into the Otari 

scenic reserve. This easy 1 hour walk looks at the man and his gardens.  

Leader: Sandra Clarke 
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Chairman’s Message 
 

 

 

 

 

Kia Ora, 

 

 

Summer in Wellington has been full of surprises, mostly of the cold and damp 

variety. 

Visitor numbers are up with many locals taking advantage of the picnic facilities for larger group 

gatherings. Lots of children were enjoying the bush reminding us of the rich heritage enjoyed by 

Otari-Wilton’s Bush.  

 

After Christmas I received an unexpected but most welcome letter from Nebraska USA. The  

letter is printed in full later in this newsletter so check it out.  (See p.6.) 

 

The cruise ship season continues with a number of volunteers involved in providing tours on the 

Trust’s behalf. General feedback has been very positive.  

 

Our watching brief on the proposed   MegaMitre 10 is continuing and Ian Stockwell will update us 

later on in this newsletter. It seems it will be a long process to seek a review of the rezoning of the 

land near the Karori garden centre. 

 

Wellington City Council announced early this year that they are undertaking a full review of all 

capital expenditure (planned and unplanned). It is likely that the planned alterations to the curator’s 

house as part the landscape plan will not go ahead in 2012. We will continue to encourage Council 

to support this initiative when funds allow. This is most disappointing from the Trust Board’s 

perspective given the time delays to date due to various planning reviews.  

 

The annual rubbish clean up took place on February 9
th

 and a willing team of volunteers did a 

sweep through the main paths external to Otari-Wilton’s Bush and the stream. The staff removed 

the many bags collected. Special thanks to those who provided help. 

 

Rewi and his staff have continued to develop the gardens with new paths leading from the 

Cockayne lookout making an easier transition to the lower collections. 

 

Look forward to seeing you at our March seminars with a great line up of speakers. So come to 

learn some more interesting information about New Zealand (including its islands) 

 

Thanks to all members who are helping out;  the Trust Board, visitors and  Wellington City Council 

do appreciate all your good work.  

 

Regards 

Phil Parnell 

Chair Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust 
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Otari Report  
 

 
Kia ora koutou 

I hope you all had a wonderful holiday period over the summer. We are very 

much back into the swing of things in the gardens after most of the staff had a 

well earned break. I visited Hawkes Bay with family and then Taranaki with the 

Wellington Botanical Society.  

Tramping on Mt Taranaki is always a treat, and it was really interesting to tour 

several coastal sites to see the impact farming has had, and continues to have, on sites where there is 

often very little of the original vegetation left. We also visited a treasure of a garden – Te Kainga 

Marire - an all New Zealand native garden owned by Valda Poletti and Dave Clarkson in New 

Plymouth. It’s a real pleasure to have a wander around this labour of love, well worth a visit next 

time you are in New Plymouth.  

In the gardens we have been wrapping up a few loose ends with contractors installing flights of 

steps, retaining and mesh on bridges. Updated way finding signs will be popping up through the 

forest tracks soon, as we endeavour to add time indicators to our signs to help visitors know how 

long it will take them to get back from a walk in the forest. 

It has been great to see Otari being used by a lot of schools lately. We have had visits from primary, 

secondary and tertiary students over the past few weeks. Changes to the secondary school 

curriculum mean we are the perfect resource for teachers to use. Something we certainly would like 

to encourage  more of.  

Make the most of the remaining summer everyone – and visit Otari! 

 

Ka kite, 

 

Rewi Elliot 

Curator/Manager  

Otari Native Botanic Garden and Wilton's Bush Reserve 

 

 

A Reminder from the Treasurer. 
 

Subscriptions for the next financial year fall due in March. If you pay early you won’t be plagued 

by reminders 

 

 

The Trust Annual General Meeting. 
 

 

This important meeting will be held on Wednesday, 9 May at 7.15pm.  

At this meeting there will be the election of Trustees. We would be delighted to hear from any 

member who is interested in becoming a Trustee. 

For more information contact Phil Parnell or Margaret Crimp. 
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The Board of Trustees   
 
Chairman Phil Parnell  93 Amritsar St, Khandallah.  Phone: 479 2239.  

 landy@xtra.co.nz 
 

Secretary: Margaret Crimp:  167 Wilton Rd., Wilton. Phone: 475 3263.   

 m.crimp@xtra.co.nz 
 

Treasurer. Jocelyn Hoskin  14 Warwick St, Wilton. Phone: 475 8696.  

 jocelynhoskin@clear.net.nz 
 

Peter Buxton  106 Weld St, Wadestown. Phone: 472 3456.  pebuxton@xtra.co.nz 
   

Wilbur Dovey  40  Warwick St.  Wilton. Phone: 499 1044.   cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz
  

John Shrapnell  27 Hanover St., Wadestown. Phone: 473 7128.  shrapnell@clear.net.nz 
 

Ian Stockwell  2 Paisley Terrace, Karori.   phone: 476 3630.  stockwellian@hotmail.com 
 

Cathy Wylie  43 Huntleigh Park Way, Ngaio. Phone: 938 6498. 

 Cathy.wylie@vuw.ac.nz 

 
 
 

The trustees welcome individual communications from members on any matters relating to Otari-

Wilton’s Bush Reserve or the Trust, particularly from those who would like to assist and participate 

in our activities. 
 
Newsletter: Vera Burton. Phone 9388207.  davee@paradise.net.nz 

 

 

OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST 
Presents 

THE MARCH SEMINARS 
 

March 6:  Kevin Burns.  "Masting cycles in Kohekohe (Dysoxylum spectabile) 

 
March 13: Hamish Campbell.  "The geology of the Chathams"   
 
March 20:  Peter de Lange.  "There and Back Again - a Botanist's tale of a visit 

     to the islands of the Kermadec Archipelago"  

 

March 27:  Leon Perrie.   "Mapping New Zealand's plants, with a focus on  

     Wellington's weedy natives" 

 

Where: Otari-Wilton’s Bush Information Centre 
 

Time: 7.30pm. Gold coin donation 
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Mitre 10 Mega Centre proposal 
  
The Otari Wilton Trust Board has been keeping a close watch on 

developments with the proposal to establish a Mitre 10 Mega Centre in the 

land area bounded by Curtis St, Old Karori Rd Walkway and Whitehead 

Road. This is right in the middle of the ' green corridor' from Zealandia to 

Otari - Wilton Bush  

  

We have been advised by the Creswick Valley Resident's Association, which 

was created last year when locals became concerned about the  re-zoning of 

a section of Curtis Street in Creswick Valley and proposals for development, 

that after the Association’s successful action in preventing earthworks from proceeding on the site, 

they are preparing for a substantive judicial hearing in the High Court of Wellington. 

  

This hearing is a legal challenge to the Wellington City Council re-zoning of a parcel of land in 

Curtis Street from partly Outer Residential and partly Open Space B to Business 2.  The 

Association hopes this legal action will hold the Council to account when they consult residents 

regarding future planning changes and that an industrial site will not be established in the middle of 

a peaceful bush-clad valley. The hearing has been confirmed for the 27 and 28th of February 2012. 

 
Ian Stockwell 
 
 
 

Tree Geckos in Otari 
 
Research into the behavior of tree geckos in Otari is being carried out by Richard Romjin. With the 

help of his daughters he spotted at least 16 in the trees around the Information Centre and around 

the Cockayne Lawn.  With the help of Les Moran he caught 6 to put radio transmitters on their 

backs.  For the next 10 days Richard went back to Otari  day and night to monitor their movements.  

He then recaptured them to remove the transmitters.   
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Left:  Some well known faces at the Trust barbecue 

Right: Gecko hunting with Les Moran (left) and Richard Romjin. ( right.) 
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Spinifex sericeus 
 

spinifex, silvery sand grass, kowhangatara 
 

Spinifex is a native sand binder, preferring the seaward side of dunes and sending out runners 

along the surface of a dune, trapping sand and becoming buried, and sending out new runners, thus 

stabilising the dune and providing habitat for a variety of species.  It forms a much less steep dune 

than introduced (and more aggressive) marram grass; they don't readily coexist.  Spinifex can be 

seen growing in the coastal garden between the lookout and Cockayne's grave; at the moment it 

has seed heads on it.  It is dioecious (sexes on different plants); the one here is female.  It is found 

throughout the North Island and in the northern half of the South Island, becoming less common 

the further south you go. 
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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST 
 (Supporting Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve) 

      Membership Application Form 

We are delighted to welcome new members – whatever your interest in Otari-Wilton's Bush 
 - from a desire to participate in active friendly volunteer support and educational activities, 
or just the satisfaction of being associated with this wonderful native plant reserve. 
Our membership year is from 1 April to 31 March.  New members joining after 1 January will 
have the membership accredited to the following year.  
 
Yes, I would like to join the Trust. 
 
      Name (s) : …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
      
      Postal Address : ……………………………………………………………………………. 

          …………………………………………………………………………… 

                    …………………………………………………………………………   

      Telephone contact number/s : (    )…………………………………………………   

      E-mail address:  <        > 

      Billing Name and Address :……………………………………………………………………………………….           

       (if different from above)        ………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Subscription Corporate  $30 $ 

 Double/Family $15 $ 

 Individual $10 $ 

 Student/Unwaged $5 $ 

    

Donation*   $ 

    

Total payment (please enclose cheque**)  $ 

 

*The Trust is registered as a Charitable organisation and donations over $5.00 qualify for a tax 
rebate to individual taxpayers. (annual limits apply)  We will provide a donation receipt to support your 
tax rebate claim  
**We regret we cannot process payments by Credit Card. 
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please indicate the areas of interest to you from the 
following list: 

()     Work parties                             ()   Hosting at the Information centre 

()     Administration ()   Guiding 

()     Historical Research  

 

Please send this completed form with your cheque to:   The Treasurer, 
       Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust, 
   160 Wilton Road, Wilton, 

Wellington 6012 


