OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
News and Views June, 2012
Web site: www.otariwiltonsbush.org.nz. For all walks meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o
Tane unless otherwise stated. Unless otherwise stated walks are free to Trust members, otherwise
$3. For information re walks and seminars contact the Treehouse on (04) 499 1400
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The first Saturday of
each month. 9am

Plant care is on the first Saturday of each month.
Contact Wilbur Dovey, 4991044.

Sunday 15
September

OTARI OPEN DAY
Plant Sale. Walks and talks. Details see page 5. How to help page 3.

Friday 14
September
7.30pm

Glow Worm Walk
See page 2 for details. 1 hour. Leader: Dave Burton

Friday 21
September
7.30pm

Glow Worm Walk
See page 2 for details. 1 hour. Leader: Dave Burton

Sunday 23
September
2pm

The Southern (von Meuller) Waterfall.
A walk and clamber, in parts off-track, to the hidden waterfall above the
southern picnic area. Reasonably strenuous, wet feet, boots recommended, 2
hours. Leader: Chris Moore

Sunday 28
October
2pm

Wellington Botanic Gardens Bush Trail. Guided tour of Pukatea and
Waipiro Bush Walk. Moderate 2 hour walk with one uphill section. In
association with the Friends of the Botanic Garden. Meet at the Cable Car
Entrance. Cost $4 Leader: Jenny Hickman

Sunday 25
November
10am - 3pm

Four wheel drive expedition along the Orongorongo Coast where we can
enjoy the drive and look at the remarkable recovery of the revegetation at
Turakirae Head since quarrying stopped - and anything else that takes our
fancy. Meet at the Orongorongo River car park at 10am. We suggest car
pooling. The trip will return to the cars by 3pm Fee: $10. Limited to
25 people. Book at the Treehouse. Leader: David Sole

Sunday 23
December
2pm

To the Old Rimu and beyond.
A one and half hour walk with options. The walk takes us to the 800 year old
rimu then a steep track rising some 140 metres, almost to the skyline. From
here a new track follows the contour south before dropping back to the Blue
trail. Good walking shoes and enough breath for the steady climb
recommended. Leader: Rodney Lewington

Chairman’s Message
Hi everyone,
We are looking forward to spring and all that it brings to Otari-Wilton’s Bush.
The Open Day is almost upon us and a number of our regular helpers are
taking a well earned holiday so please help out in any way you can this year.
I am sure you have all seen the media coverage on the outcome of the Eco-City
proposals put forward by WCC for the resolution of the Zealandia funding issues.
Otari-Wilton’s Bush remains with the current parks and gardens operations of WCC.
The Board made written and oral presentations on these proposals with a positive outcome.
The funding to carry out the curator’s house upgrading ($300,000 approx)
has been put back into the new long term plan (LTP) after our representations to the public
consultation hearing. This is good news although it won’t start until May 2014.
The other major event was Dr John Dawson, our chief guide, and Rob Lucas winning the
major prize at the NZ Post book awards for New Zealand’s Native Trees; an amazing book and a
tribute to a lot of hard work over many years by the authors. Our congratulations to both John and
Rob. The Trust was able to fund a signed limited edition copy for the Kew Botanic Gardens library
that already has a number of New Zealand books. It is on sale at the Host desk at weekends.
Thanks to all the hosts who sometimes endure cold wet days on weekend duty in the winter and I
am sure are looking forward to warmer times and more visitors ahead.
There are still tours going on a lesser scale at present and the first cruise ship tour at this stage will
be October 30th. The Treasure trail used as the basis for most tours is currently
being finalised and some external funding has been obtained for signage posts.
Thanks to all our volunteer members for helping out. The results are apparent every time you go to
Otari-Wilton’s Bush. I look forward to seeing you at Open Day and enjoy the plant sale and
refreshments. Thanks also to Rewi and his team for the great work over winter.
Phil Parnell
Chair Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust

Glow worm walks
Walks on Friday September 14 and 21.
Meet at the Otari Information Centre. at 7.30pm
Glow worms are alive and well and living in Otari. We walk down through the bush at night, past
tree ferns, rimus, epiphytes in profusion, ratas, crayfish – and glow worms. This is your chance to
see glow worms up close and personal, complete with their midge-catching, sticky-thread nets.
The tour starts from the information centre, and you’ll need good shoes, warm clothing, and a torch.
All children must be accompanied by an adult. Glow worms guaranteed! The cost is $4, $2 for
children.
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Otari Report
Kia ora koutou.
The days are slowly getting longer and we are seeing plants coming into
bud or even starting to bloom as Spring is just around the corner. Already
you can spot Clematis paniculata coming in to flower across the valley
and new leaf buds unfurling on trees along the canopy walkway.
We seem to have had a lot of requests from the public and visitors lately for
advice and access to plant material. It is pleasing to see the diverse range of
people who are interested in plants, from secondary school science projects attempting to make
traditional Maori perfumes, to community groups interested in forest revegetation, to Landscape
Architect students, to botanical artists. Apart from maintaining a beautiful garden, this is exactly
what we are here for and we enjoy providing a resource for people, helping them to achieve
something with New Zealand plants.
I must congratulate the Trust guides on the excellent work they do guiding visitors through Otari.
We have had several tours lately and there is always good feedback regarding these. We are not far
from the peak season for tours; the first cruise ship berths in Wellington on 30 October. Currently
we are in the initial stages of turning one of the guided tours - Dr John Dawson’s ‘treasure trail’ into a self guided walk with a pamphlet similar to the existing Nature Trail.
Remember Open Day is on Saturday 15 September this year. Our photography competition has had
quite a few entries already and we are hoping for more in the next two weeks before the competition
closes. Look forward to seeing many of you there.
Kind regards,
Rewi Elliot
Curator/Manager
Otari Native Botanic Garden and Wilton's Bush Reserve
Email: rewi.elliot@wcc.govt.nz

Open Day:
HELP!

Saturday, 15 September.

We need your help in different ways:
_ We need help to man the refreshment table and the barbecue.
_ We also ask you to help by providing cakes, muffins, loaves,
biscuits etc to sell.
The Cake stall/ refreshment stand and barbecue are our great fundraisers but they
can only be successful with your help.
Contributions can be left in the meeting room of the Information Centre on Friday
afternoon, 14 September, or delivered to the cake stall on Saturday morning.
For any questions or to volunteer please contact Jocelyn Hoskin, 475 8696,
jocelynhoskin@clear.net.nz
3

Trust Board 2012 – 2013
The Board of Trustees for the current year is:
Chairman Phil Parnell

93 Amritsar St, Khandallah.

landy@xtra.co.nz

Secretary: Margaret Crimp:

167 Wilton Rd., Wilton.

Treasurer. Jocelyn Hoskin

14 Warwick St, Wilton. jocelynhoskin@clear.net.nz

m.crimp@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 479 2239
Phone: 475 326
Phone: 475 8696

Peter Buxton

106 Weld St, Wadestown.

pebuxton@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 472 3456

Wilbur Dovey

40 Warwick St., Wilton.

cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 499 1044

Jannine McCabe

40 Worcester Street, Wilton.

Ian Stockwell

2 Paisley Terrace, Karori .

Cathy Wylie

43 Huntleigh Park Way, Ngaio.

jannine_mccabe@yahoo.co.nz
stockwellian@hotmail.com
Cathy.wylie@vuw.ac.nz

Phone 475 5494
Phone: 476 – 3630
Phone: 938 6498

The trustees welcome individual communications from members on any matters relating to
Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve or the Trust, particularly from those who would like to assist and participate in
our activities.

Newsletter: Vera Burton. Phone 9388207. davee@paradise.net.nz

Celmisias of New Zealand
Eleanor Burton’s exhibition of 25 coloured drawings of
Celmisia sp was showing in the foyer at conservation House.
Right at the opening: Left: Margaret Crimp talking to Richard
Herbert and Roger Crimp. Right below: Eleanor and Phil
Garnock-Jones who opened the exhibition.
Below: Celmisia var. major
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Otari-Wilton’s Bush Open Day Programme
All guided walks start at the Information Centre.
Stalls and displays from community groups.
Refreshments available all day.
For more information, phone 499 4444, or go to Wellington.govt.nz
10am Native plants for sale on the Cockayne Lawn.
11am Otari treasure trail
Join our Otari guides for a walk through the native botanic gardens looking at New
Zealand plant treasures. 1 hour.
12 noon Announcement of Otari photo competition winners
12.15pm Otari’s greatest hits
A walk around the garden with Otari staff looking at New Zealand’s top 20 native plants.
1 hour.
1pm Bush walk to 800-year-old rimu
Visit the oldest tree in Wellington City. Some steps and steep in places. Good footwear
required. 1–2 hours.
2pm The nature trail
A fantastic guided walk through the native botanic garden and forest remnants. Some steps
and steep in places. Good footwear required. 1 hour.

Do you have a favourite Otari photo?
There's still time if you're quick!
This year Otari is planning a photography competition in the weeks before Open Day. We think this is a
great way to get people to look a bit closer at plants through the medium of photography.
The competition will run from the beginning of July until 1 September.
There will be three categories:
•

portrait of a NZ native plant photo

•

an Otari scene photo

•

a young person’s photo of NZ plants (15 years and under).

Photos will be digital only.
Professional photographers will be judging the photos and there will be prizes on offer for the winners of
each category.
More details will appear on the WCC website shortly (full terms and conditions of entry are still being
drafted).
Winners will be announced at the Open Day and all the photos entered will be displayed during the day.

Look out for "Drawings from Otari" a booklet of Eleanor Burton's drawings
which will be on sale at Open Day for $10
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Say it isn’t so: New Zealand's Native Trees: A
Comprehensive Illustrated Encyclopaedia (J. Dawson & R.
Lucas)
For the past two decades, John Dawson and Rob Lucas have honed a remarkably
productive partnership. Since 1993, they have produced five fantastic books about our
native flora, each better than the next in my opinion. This speaks volumes about the depth
and complexity of plant biodiversity in New Zealand. However, it speaks even greater
volumes about John and Rob's unparalleled abilities to unravel its mysteries for a popular
audience.
Their first two books, Lifestyles of New Zealand Forest Plants (1993) and New Zealand Coast and Mountain
Plants (1996), are general narratives about various aspects of the flora. Their next book, Nature Guide to
New Zealand Forests (2000), will be familiar to most people who have become interested in identifying New
Zealand plants in the past decade (myself included). It is arguably the best introductory guide to New
Zealand forest plants, not only because of its depth of coverage and associated narratives, but also because of
its beautiful and accurate photographs. It also has a clever format that makes it remarkably easy for a
newcomer to digest the basic principles of the flora. Their next book, The Nature of Plants: Habitats,
Challenges and Adaptations (2005), takes a wider geographic scope than John and Rob’s other books. It
describes the ecological, physiological and evolutionary challenges faced by plants in general. Although it
has a strong focus on New Zealand plants, it covers plants growing across the globe, and I understand that it
is used as a textbook for University classes abroad.
Their last book is the pick of the litter. New Zealand's Native Trees: A Comprehensive Illustrated
Encyclopaedia chronicles all of New Zealand's common trees in an attractive format. After a bit of
introduction to general trends in the N.Z. flora, each New Zealand tree species is discussed and illustrated.
John provides his typically insightful narrative about the natural history of each species, while Rob, as
always, provides beautifully accurate illustrations. However, in this book Rob has completely outdone
himself with the photos, which are simply spectacular.

Rob (left) and John (right) during the making of their latest book: New Zealand's Native Trees: A
Comprehensive Illustrated Encyclopaedia
Unfortunately, John and Rob say that it will be their last. For enthusiasts of the New Zealand flora, this is
truly saddening. I hope that they eventually decide this isn’t so.
- K.C. Burns

Congratulations to Rob Lucas and John Dawson
Readers will be aware that New Zealand’s Native Trees did rather well in the New Zealand Post Book
Awards, taking out the prize for best Illustrated Non-fiction and the major prize of
New Zealand Post Book of the Year.
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Blechnum filiforme
Thread fern.
Thread fern is found in lowland forest throughout the
North Island and in Northwest Nelson and Marlborough
in the South Island.
It starts as a small leaved fern on the ground and spreads
until it finds a tree or rock to climb. It can climb to a
height of about 10m, and once it starts climbing the
fronds and leaflets get larger and longer, quite different
in appearance from the growth on the ground. Like all
Blechnums the spores are borne on separate fertile
fronds, which are thin and thread-like in appearance,
hence the common name. Thread fern can be seen
climbing the tawa trees in the Fernery.
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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
(Supporting Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve)

Membership Application Form
We are delighted to welcome new members – whatever your interest in Otari-Wilton's Bush
- from a desire to participate in active friendly volunteer support and educational activities,
or just the satisfaction of being associated with this wonderful native plant reserve.
Our membership year is from 1 April to 31 March. New members joining after 1 January will
have the membership accredited to the following year.
Yes, I would like to join the Trust.
Name (s) : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Postal Address : …………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………
Telephone contact number/s : (

)…………………………………………………

E-mail address: <

>

Billing Name and Address :……………………………………………………………………………………….
(if different from above)

Subscription

……………………………………………………………………………………….
Corporate

$30

$

Double/Family

$15

$

Individual

$10

$

$5

$

Student/Unwaged

$

Donation*

Total payment

(please enclose cheque**)

$

*The Trust is registered as a Charitable organisation and donations over $5.00 qualify for a tax
rebate to individual taxpayers. (annual limits apply) We will provide a donation receipt to support your
tax rebate claim
**We regret we cannot process payments by Credit Card.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please indicate the areas of interest to you from the
following list:
Please send this completed form with your cheque to:
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The Treasurer,
Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust,
160 Wilton Road, Wilton,
Wellington 6012

