OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
News and Views December, 2012
Web site: www.otariwiltonsbush.org.nz. For all walks meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o
Tane unless otherwise stated. Unless otherwise stated walks are free to Trust members, otherwise
$3. For information re walks and seminars contact the Treehouse on (04) 499 1400

The first Saturday
of each month.
9am

Plant care is usually on the first Saturday of each month.
No plant care in January. It will resume on 2nd February - the first
Saturday in February. Contact Wilbur Dovey, 4991044.

Sunday 23
December
2pm

To the Old Rimu and beyond.

Sunday 27
January
2pm

Looking for the light. Chris will lead the group through the forest
pointing out the various cunning and devious ways plants use to reach
the light. Leader: Chris Moore

Sunday 24
February
2pm

Tuesdays
in March
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A one and half hour walk with options. The walk takes us to the 800
year old rimu then a steep track rising some 140 metres, almost to the
skyline. From here a new track follows the contour south before
dropping back to the Blue trail. Good walking shoes and enough breath
for the steady climb recommended. Leader: Rodney Lewington

Walking to the 19th Century, and back. Did you know that Otari
Wilton’s Bush once had a fish pond, a lime kiln and a rockery named
for one of the early editors of the Evening Post?
We will visit these sites on an easy walk and learn a little of their history
and that of other remnants from the past. Leader: Rodney Lewington

March seminar series.
Keep Tuesday evenings free for an interesting series of seminars.
Details will be in the next newsletter and on the website.

Chairman’s Message
Hi everyone,
Summer is now in full swing at Otari-Wilton’s Bush, the gardens and bush are
looking great. The parterre garden planting is enjoying good growing weather.
This years open day got better weather than forecast and a large crowd enjoyed
the plant sale, information on aspects of conservation and the BBQ coffee and
cakes available. A big thank you to all members who assisted on the day and those who supplied
home baking for sale. Thanks to Otari-Wilton’s Bush staff who worked very hard to make it all run
smoothly. It was great to see a few new faces and some regulars who returned.
Since my last newsletter a lot has been going on and the Trust has been working on a few projects
to enhance the reputation of Otari-Wilton’s Bush as a leader in native plant conservation. I am
pleased to announce that funds have been made available for three new initiatives:
We are working with a neighbour and member Louise Wrightson to produce some large
posters of some of her poetry about Otari-Wilton’s Bush.
We are also funding another field trip to Southland and Stewart Island for Otari-Wilton’s Bush staff
to access more rare plants for the collection gardens. This will take place in March/April 2013.
An exciting project on Native Orchid Conservation being carried out by a Victoria masters student
with assistance from Te Papa has received a contribution from the Trust. This will fund work on
establishing the role of fungi in the propagation of native orchids.
We hope that some of the field trials if successful will be run at Otari-Wilton’s Bush nursery.
Tours are in full swing. 14 cruise ships have already been to Wellington and the guide team has
taken a number of visitors on tours. Some 91 cruise ships will visit Wellington this year and some
40 tours will be run at Otari-Wilton’s Bush.
Thanks to all the volunteers who work hard to make Otari-Wilton’s Bush a success and I am sure
your efforts are appreciated by the staff and Council alike.
Phil Parnell
Chair Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust

Otari needs you!!!!!
If you receive this newsletter you obviously have an interest in Otari. Did you know that there is a
dedicated team of people who spend two and half hours every four or five weeks at the weekend
welcoming visitors and answering questions. You could join this happy band of hosts.
In February we will be running a training session for new hosts. If you are interested in finding out
what this entails contact Margaret Crimp 475 3263 m.crimp@xtra.co.nz

Winners of the Open Day Raffle
1 Stan Pillar (prize John Dawson's New Zealand's Native Trees)
2 B Alexander (prize three native trees)
3 Gail Andrews (prize Eleanor Burton's Drawings from Otari)
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Otari Report
Kia Ora koutou
Summer is well and truly here and we have had an immense flush of flowers and
foliage over the last month; Chatham Island forget-me-nots, kakabeak, kowhai,
clematis and many more really bought the gardens to life. The gardens are
looking absolutely fantastic at the moment thanks to the hard work of the team
here and our many volunteers.
We put in an extra special effort in October as we were visited by the New
Zealand Gardens Trust to have our title of Garden of National Significance reassessed. I think they
went away pleased. We were particularly weed free on their visit and had a chuckle when one of the
assessors said ‘oh I think I’ve spotted your only weed’, only to be informed that she was looking at
Sonchus kirkii - a rare species around the Wellington coast!
Below the Cockayne lookout we have finished our small parterre inspired garden.
A parterre is a formal garden consisting of planted beds, edged in stone or tightly clipped hedging,
and gravel paths arranged to form a pleasing, usually symmetrical pattern. Our small parterre
inspired garden has a New Zealand flavour with a design centred on the fish-hook shape of the hei
matau. The hei matau has its origins in Māori legend, which holds that the North Island of New
Zealand was once a huge fish that was caught by the great mariner Maui using only a woven line
and a hook made from the jawbone of his grandmother. We have used Coprosma rhamnoides to
outline the hook shape and planted Hebe topiaria inside the shape, under planted with the red
leaved groundcover Gonocarpus aggregatum; to the left is a small bed of the creeping daisy
Anaphalioides trinervis. This should start to look a lot tighter after a good amount of summer
growth.
In September we ran another very successful open day along with a photography competition, many
thanks to any of you who helped on the day. We sold just over 1000 plants in about three hours and
announced our three winners of the competition. We received 166 photo entries and plant to run
another competition next year.
New items appearing in the near future include some additions to the Waharoa as we add new parts
to strengthen their tops, and five new map boards are in the final proofing stages to replace the ones
at the entrances and we’ll have a new map board fixed to the outside wall of the Information Centre.
I have also just commissioned a contractor to replace our bike stands in the main car park and the
wooden light bollards along the main entrance to the Information Centre, though with the amount of
work he has on this may happen in the New Year.
Many thanks for your efforts at Open Day, have a great summer, a merry Christmas and a happy
New Year.

Kind regards,
Rewi Elliot
Curator/Manager
Otari Native Botanic Garden and Wilton's Bush Reserve
Phone: 021 227 8169
Email: rewi.elliot@wcc.govt.nz
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Trust Board 2012 – 2013
The Board of Trustees for the current year is:
Chairman Phil Parnell

93 Amritsar St, Khandallah.
Phone: 479 2239

landy@xtra.co.nz

Secretary: Margaret Crimp:

167 Wilton Rd., Wilton.
Phone: 475 3263

Treasurer. Jocelyn Hoskin

14 Warwick St, Wilton. jocelynhoskin@clear.net.nz
Phone: 475 8696

m.crimp@xtra.co.nz

Peter Buxton

106 Weld St, Wadestown.

pebuxton@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 472 3456

Wilbur Dovey

40 Warwick St., Wilton.

cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 499 1044

Jannine McCabe

40 Worcester Street, Wilton.

Ian Stockwell

2 Paisley Terrace, Karori .

Cathy Wylie

43 Huntleigh Park Way, Ngaio.

jannine_mccabe@yahoo.co.nz
stockwellian@hotmail.com
Cathy.wylie@vuw.ac.nz

Phone 475 5494
Phone: 476 – 3630
Phone: 938 6498

The trustees welcome individual communications from members on any matters relating to
Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve or the Trust, particularly from those who would like to assist and participate in
our activities.

Newsletter: Vera Burton. Phone 9388207. davee@paradise.net.nz

Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust hosted a reception
for John Dawson and Rob Lucas to honour
their success in the New Zealand Post Book
Awards,. New Zealand’s Native Trees won
the prize for best Illustrated Non-fiction and
the major prize of New Zealand Post Book of
the Year.
Above: Rewi Elliot & Phil Parnell
Right:Rob Lucas, John Dawson, with Athol
Swan & David Sole.
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Open Day photographic competition
Judges :

Ann Shelton. Director Undergraduate Studies Photography, Director Photography
Research Cluster, and Senior Lecturer in Photography at Massey University
Neil Price. City photographer at Wellington City Council
Rob Lucas. Photographer and co-author (with Dr John Dawson) of the awardwinning New Zealand’s Native Trees (2011), Nature of Plants: Habitats,
challenges and adaptations (2005), and the Nature Guide to the New Zealand
Forest (2000).

Below are the winning photos with the judges' comments.

Otari photo category winner - Brent
Higham (tui on rata)
“This is an outstanding image that
shows a high level of technical
competence, excellent composition,
with stunning colour. Further, it
celebrates the magic of the moment.
One judge commented: "You could
retire on this photo!"

Plant portrait category winner - Galen
Eakins (butterfly on hebe)
“The combination of hebe and
butterfly makes a peaceful, elegant
and delicate image with strong and
controlled use of colour. The presence
of the butterfly with the hebe
illustrates one of the many ways that
the Otari plant collections support and
enhance native biodiversity.”

Young persons photo category winner
- Liam Simes (fierce lancewood
against blue sky)
“This is a very creative and dramatic
depiction of a strongly sculptural
plant form. The blue sky and clouds
above add a further dramatic
dimension. This photograph is the
work of a young person who is
learning how to see, not just look.”
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Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust Trip to Turakirae Head
We assembled at the Orongorongo car park to meet our drivers for the day
from the Wellington cross country vehicle club.
Following the safety briefing by David Sole we jumped into the vehicles.
Members went on a most enjoyable ride up the hill to an old airfield where we
almost took off without the plane. Good brisk Wellington gale helped to blow a
few cobwebs out before a further climb onto Cattle Ridge.
It is 450 metres above the river with
magnificent views over the Wellington
harbour and East Harbour Regional
Park. Then it was a steep descent with
wild goats and rabbits jumping across
our path until we reached the valley
floor.
After many crossings of the
Orongorongo River we arrived to meet
Jonathan Bussell who has established a
coastal native plant nursery in
partnership with local residents. This
uses the old Victorian glasshouses that
once fed the owners of the lodge burnt
down some years ago now. He is
gradually building up customers and
training people in the propagation
techniques required for local species.
Following that we drove over a number
of shingle fans to our lunch spot at
Barneys Whare where members related
the excitement of the trip so far and
enjoyed the lunch they had bought. My
driver had a liking for strawberry
sandwiches sure to be a café menu
soon!
After lunch we went further east along
the coast to the twin gates which mark
the beginning of the Wharekauhau
farm and Ocean Beach. Then we
returned to look at the raised marine
terrace and coastal plants at the
Turakirae Scientific reserve. The coast
is rugged and only the hardiest species
survive. Then it was back to
Wainuiomata for the traditional ice
cream and drive back to Wellington. A
great day enjoyed by all and our thanks
to the Cross Country vehicle club for
giving up their time and vehicles for
the trip.
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Above: Davina Routley and Sue Usher in front of Barney’s whare.
Centre: River crossing
Below: Palliser Bay

Veonica macrantha

Large flowered hebe. (Previously Hebe macrantha)
This is a very attractive alpine Hebe with very large white flowers. In the wild it is
found in the South Island, in wetter areas from Nelson to Fiordland. There are two
varieties, Veronica macrantha var. macrantha found from Canterbury southwards to
Fiordland, and Veronica macrantha var. brachyphylla found from Nelson to
Canterbury. It is difficult in cultivation, but there is a fine example growing in the
Brockie Rock Garden, next to the Cockayne Lawn.
Each floret is approx 1cm across, very large for a hebe.
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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
(Supporting Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve)

Membership Application Form
We are delighted to welcome new members – whatever your interest in Otari-Wilton's Bush
- from a desire to participate in active friendly volunteer support and educational activities,
or just the satisfaction of being associated with this wonderful native plant reserve.
Our membership year is from 1 April to 31 March. New members joining after 1 January will
have the membership accredited to the following year.
Yes, I would like to join the Trust.
Name (s) : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Postal Address : …………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………
Telephone contact number/s : (

)…………………………………………………

E-mail address:
Billing Name and Address :……………………………………………………………………………………….
(if different from above)

Subscription

……………………………………………………………………………………….
Corporate

$30

$

Double/Family

$15

$

Individual

$10

$

$5

$

Student/Unwaged

$

Donation*

Total payment

(please enclose cheque**)

$

*The Trust is registered as a Charitable organisation and donations over $5.00 qualify for a tax
rebate to individual taxpayers. (annual limits apply) We will provide a donation receipt to support your
tax rebate claim
**We regret we cannot process payments by Credit Card.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please indicate the areas of interest to you from the
following list:
Please send this completed form with your cheque to:
The Treasurer, Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust, 160 Wilton Road, Wilton, Wellington 6012
Or pay by internet banking: .
Westpac Bank 030518: 0205713:00 :50. Otari-Wilton's Bush Trust. Please add your name for
a reference.
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