OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
News and Views March, 2014
Web site: www.otariwiltonsbush.org.nz. For all walks meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o
Tane unless otherwise stated. Unless otherwise stated walks are free to Trust members, otherwise
$3. For information re walks and seminars contact the Treehouse on (04) 499 1400

The first Saturday
of each month. 9am

Plant care is usually on the first Saturday of each month.
Contact Wilbur Dovey, 4991044.

Tuesdays
in March
7.30pm

The ever popular March seminar series will be back.

Sunday 23
March
2pm

Fern Identification for beginners.
Leader: Leon Perrie

Sunday 23
April
2pm

Fungal Foray. An easy wander along the tracks searching out the
many fungi around at this time of year.
Leaders: Geoff Ridley and Alison Stringer

Wednesday 14
May
7.15pm

AGM

Sunday 25
May
2pm
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Keep Tuesday evenings free for an interesting series of seminars. See
page 5 for details

Fern Identification for beginners
Leader: Leon Perrie

Chairman’s Message
Otari-Wilton’s Bush is looking great for all the visitors that are still arriving as
summer weather is bringing fog today! The holiday period was a busy one for
Otari-Wilton’s Bush staff and volunteer guides as the cruise ship season and
overseas visitors were here in numbers.
We are about to host the March seminar series and look forward to seeing our members at least one
of these topical events. They are every Tuesday evening in March at the Information centre.
The curator’s house renovations tender is currently being responded to and we hope that site works
will begin in May of this year. As soon as a contractor is chosen we will be able to give more detail
on this project. This will certainly enhance Otari-Wilton’s Bush as a key attraction in the Eco-City
plan for Wellington towards 2040.
Rewi and his team have been busy with trees and plant beds that need maintenance and the blue
track is being upgraded to improve walkability. We thank the team for their dedication over the
summer and look forward to more planting this winter from nursery seedlings.
The Board would like to thank all the volunteers who help make Otari-Wilton’s Bush
a treasure in the Wellington landscape. Take a picnic and enjoy the warm weather. Autumn is fast
approaching!
Phil Parnell
Chair Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust

A Reminder from the Treasurer.
Subscriptions for the next financial year fall due in March. If you pay early you won’t be plagued
by reminders.

The Trust Annual General Meeting.
This important meeting will be held on Wednesday, 14 May at 7.15pm
At this meeting there will be the election of Trustees. We would be delighted to hear from any
member who is interested in becoming a Trustee . For more information contact Phil Parnell or
Margaret Crimp.
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Otari Report
Kia ora koutou,
We have had a busy start to the 2014 year with visitors from both Longwood
Gardens (Pennsylvania) and the National Tropical Botanic Gardens (Hawaii).
Students from a two year postgraduate programme at Longwood Gardens were
very interested in the activities we are involved in and we had a great half day
with the staff and Board members from Hawaii. The Hawaiian group toured Otari
and we finished with a visit to Nga Hau e Wha o Papararangi Marae in Newlands where they were
greeted with a full powhiri and were able to respond back in Hawaiian. After the powhiri
the raranga (weaving), rongoa (medicine) and maara kai (food) planting project that the Marae are
carrying out was discussed with parallel projects in Hawaii. The Nga Hau e Wha o Papararangi
project is one we are supporting at Otari by supplying seed and plant material.
We’ve also been further involved with the New Zealand Indigenous Flora Seed Bank over the past
few months. Helping the seed bank co-ordinator Jessica Schnell to test collection protocols and
collecting with the support of Porirua City Council and Nga Manu Nature Reserve in Waikanae. For
more information about the seed bank you can visit the website:
http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/page.aspx?conservation_seedbank
You will see changes occurring in the garden this year with work on the curator's house due to start
in May. This is a project we have been looking to carry out for several years that will increase our
capacity for indoor events and further opportunities for education, a slight increase in garden space
and potential to include the nursery into the visitor experience. Support from the Trust board has
been instrumental in progressing this and the staff here are all excited to see it begin to take off.
Our management plan is also being reviewed along with the Wellington Botanic Gardens
management plan. The management plans for Otari-Wilton's Bush, Wellington Botanic Garden,
Bolton Street Memorial Park and Truby King Park are being amalgamated into one plan. This will
see more consistent policy applied across the four gardens, with each retaining their individual
character and unique points of difference. The draft plan will be approved by the Environment
Committee in late March and an eight week consultation period will start in early April.
The Trust March seminars look as varied and interesting as ever. I will be speaking about my time
at Kew last year at one of the seminars and look forward to seeing some of you there.
Kind regards,
Rewi Elliot
Curator/Manager
Otari Native Botanic Garden and Wilton's Bush Reserve
Email: rewi.elliot@wcc.govt.nz
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Trust Board 2013 – 2014
The Board of Trustees for the current year is:
Chairman Phil Parnell

93 Amritsar St, Khandallah.
Phone: 479 2239

landy@xtra.co.nz

Secretary: Margaret Crimp:

167 Wilton Rd., Wilton.
Phone: 475 3263

Treasurer. Jocelyn Hoskin

14 Warwick St, Wilton. jocelynhoskin@clear.net.nz
Phone: 475 8696

m.crimp@xtra.co.nz

Peter Buxton

106 Weld St, Wadestown.

pebuxton@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 472 3456

Wilbur Dovey

40 Warwick St., Wilton.

cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 499 1044

Jannine McCabe

40 Worcester Street, Wilton.

Ian Stockwell

2 Paisley Terrace, Karori .

Cathy Wylie

43 Huntleigh Park Way, Ngaio.

jannine_mccabe@yahoo.co.nz
stockwellian@hotmail.com
Cathy.wylie@vuw.ac.nz

Phone 475 5494
Phone: 476 – 3630
Phone: 938 6498

The trustees welcome individual communications from members on any matters relating to
Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve or the Trust, particularly from those who would like to assist and participate in
our activities.

Newsletter: Vera Burton. Phone 9388207. davee@paradise.net.nz

Otari Awards
The Board is calling for nominations for the Otari awards. These are granted for distinguished
volunteer service.
The number of awards will be limited to no more than three each year.
Only financial members, or the staff, are eligible to nominate volunteer workers for these awards.
Nominees must have made a considerable contribution to the work of the Trust and they must also
be financial members of Otari-Wilton’s BushTrust.
The Chairman of the Board will appoint a panel of no more than three to make the
final selection. It will contain one independent (non-Board) member. The selection panel will be
chaired by the Chairman of the Board.
Nominations should be submitted in writing by 31 March to the Secretary of the Board.
The awards will take the form of a framed certificate personalised for each of the recipients.
The awards will be presented at the AGM in May, or at a special event.
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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
Presents

THE MARCH
SEMINARS
March 4
“Why do plant
names change?”
Phil Garnock-Jones

Good Luck, Nature
All the best to a tī kōuka
sprouting from the rocky
groin of the fickle creek

March 11 “Eight weeks at
RBG, Kew”
Rewi Elliot

And to the kererū
whose nest looks like
a wrecked raft
Kia kaha! to an orchid

March 18 "Forest Geckos at
Otari"
Richard Romijn

clinging to the wrong side
of this appalling weather
And commiserations
to the damp rampant children

March 25 “Enhancing the
Halo”
The Morgan Foundation

and their distraught mothers
who shouted at me
This pond used to be full of
goldfish!
What happened to them?

Where: Otari-Wilton’s Bush

We’ve come all the way from
Petone!

Information Centre
Time: 7.30pm.
Gold coin donation
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From the forthcoming book
Otari: Poetry and Prose
by Louise Wrightson

Winners of the Otari Photographic Competition
2013

Top left: Winner of the People's
Choice Category: Aurélie
Aubertin.
Centre left: Winner of the Otari
Category: Fraser Punt.
Lower left: Winner of the Young
Person's Category: Ben De
Boeck.
Below right: Winner of the Plant
Portrait Category: Sally Lees.
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Dracophyllum strictum
Dracophyllum strictum is a small
but upright shrub growing to
about 1 metre tall. It is found
throughout the North and South
Islands, in lowland to montane
shrubland, though mainly west of
the divide in the South Island.
Like all Dracophyllums it is very
slow in cultivation, but once
established it is an attractive
shrub and a prolific flowerer. It
can be seen at Otari in the
Brockie Rock Garden.
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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
(Supporting Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve)

Membership Application Form
We are delighted to welcome new members – whatever your interest in Otari-Wilton's Bush
- from a desire to participate in active friendly volunteer support and educational activities,
or just the satisfaction of being associated with this wonderful native plant reserve.
Our membership year is from 1 April to 31 March. New members joining after 1 January will
have the membership accredited to the following year.
Yes, I would like to join the Trust.
Name (s) : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Postal Address : …………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………
Telephone contact number/s : (

)…………………………………………………

E-mail address:
Billing Name and Address :……………………………………………………………………………………….
(if different from above)

Subscription

……………………………………………………………………………………….
Corporate

$30

$

Double/Family

$15

$

Individual

$10

$

$5

$

Student/Unwaged

$

Donation*
Total payment

(please enclose cheque**)

$

*The Trust is registered as a Charitable organisation and donations over $5.00 qualify for a tax
rebate to individual taxpayers. (annual limits apply) We will provide a donation receipt to support your
tax rebate claim
**We regret we cannot process payments by Credit Card.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please indicate the areas of interest to you from the
following list:
()
()
()

Work parties
Administration
Historical Research

() Hosting at the Information centre
() Guiding

Please send this completed form with your cheque to:
The Treasurer, Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust, 160 Wilton Road, Wilton, Wellington 6012
Or pay by internet banking: .
Westpac Bank 030518: 0205713:00 :50. Otari-Wilton's Bush Trust. Please add your name for
a reference.
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