OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
News and Views December, 2014
Web site: www.otariwiltonsbush.org.nz. Walks meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o Tane
unless otherwise stated. Walks with talks first will start at the Leonard Cockayne Centre.
Unless otherwise stated walks are free to Trust members, otherwise $5.
For information re walks and seminars contact the Treehouse on (04) 499 1400

The first Saturday
of each month. 9am

Plant care is usually on the first Saturday of each month.
No plant care in January. It will resume on 1st February - the first
Saturday in February.
Contact Wilbur Dovey, 4991044.

No walk in December.
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Sunday 25
January
2pm

NZ’s Veronicas (Hebes) and speedwells
Phil Garnock-Jones will give a short talk and then lead a walk around
the gardens to look at Otari’s many examples. Meet at the Leonard
Cockayne Centre.
Leader: Phil Garnock-Jones

Sunday 22
February
2pm

The Southern (von Meuller) Waterfall.
See a part of Otari that few know about and even fewer have seen.
A walk and clamber, in parts off-track, to the hidden waterfall above the
southern picnic area.
Reasonably strenuous, wet feet, boots recommended, 2 hours.
Leader: Rodney Lewington

Tuesdays
March
7.30pm

March Seminars every Tuesday.
Gold coin donation.

Chairman’s Message
The summer season has now arrived at Otari and we look forward to a busy time over
the next few months. I have met a number of Trust members while out walking in the
bush and all are interested in what is happening at Otari. The completion of the Leonard
Cockayne Centre was a major milestone in the development of the gardens. It adds a
great new facility which is being used for education, conservation and events including
public hireage. It will also house interns who work within the Botanic Gardens of
Wellington. The Trust has contributed to the fitting out of the centre and its use for
presentations, events etc.
The first BBQ has been held there by the HALO foundation as a thank you to hosts for
assistance with pest trap distribution. This function has now been centralised at a downtown venue.
The collection gardens and the bush reserve are looking great and there are plenty of visitors
providing positive feedback (including online sites such as Trip Advisor). The staff have done an excellent
job this year. at times in trying conditions, and I take this opportunity to thank them all on your behalf.
Our curator/manager Rewi Elliot has just returned from the Australasian Plant Conservation conference held
in Hobart, Tasmania. The Trust has assisted along with other organisations to make this trip possible. The
Board strongly believes that conservation knowledge is vital for the continued knowledge growth of the staff
at Otari.
Cruise ship tours are in full swing and our thanks to Rodney Lewington and his team for the work and effort
they put into this education and promotion for Otari. The walks and seminars for next year are in the
planning stage and we look forward to seeing you at some of these events. My thanks to Margaret Crimp
who is coordinating these.
Since this is the last newsletter of the year, Seasons Greetings to all, enjoy the holiday period and stay safe
wherever you may travel.
Thanks to all those members who volunteered during 2014 which was a exciting year for Otari-Wilton's
Bush.
Phil Parnell
Chair Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust

Newsflash
This year the Trust is selling calendars. Each month has a beautiful seasonal photo from somewhere in
Otari. They will cost $10 for Trust members and $15 for the public.
They will be available at the Information Centre. Do come and buy them – for yourself and for family and
friends!
Also on sale is the book “Otari poems and prose” by Louise Wrightson. Louise has lived by Otari for many
years and these poems and prose demonstrate the love she has for our wonderful reserve. Price to be
confirmed.

Kermadec tree ferns
Te Papa botanists Pat Brownsey and Leon Perrie visited the fernery in late September to examine
the cultivated plants of the Kermadec tree ferns Cyathea kermadecensis and C. milnei. They made
measurements for their work on tree ferns for the online Flora of New Zealand. There are more
details, and pictures, in the blog post: http://blog.tepapa.govt.nz/2014/09/26/subtropical-tree-fernchallenge/
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Otari Report
Kia ora koutou,
It’s good to see the new Leonard Cockayne Centre is up and running and being well
utilised. We have now had several education sessions in the building and some corporate
workshops during the week with good feedback from the organisers regarding the venue.
If you would like to book the centre, or know of anyone who is interested in using a
facility like this, please check the Wellington City Council website for details on costs and
how to book. The centre has a medium sized room that can be hired for meetings, seminars
and wedding ceremonies. There is a small kitchen sink, hot water, small fridge for
refreshments and audio/visual equipment available.
We are currently hosting a student from Denison University in Ohio. Olivia is studying environmental
studies and education. While here Olivia is investigating how we carry out education activities and will be
making some recommendations on how we might be able to do this better. We are also looking forward to
having Katherine Findlay with us from Victoria University soon. Katherine will be completing a three month
internship investigating visitor’s preferences for using digital media at both Otari and the Wellington Botanic
Gardens. Katherine’s appointment follows a proposal from one of our staff for a mobile phone app to help
visitors learn about the gardens.
In mid-November I attended the Australian Network for Plant Conservation conference in Hobart, Tasmania.
I attended the conference as Secretary for the New Zealand Plant Conservation Network and also visited the
Royal Tasmania Botanic Gardens for two days. The RTBG is a lovely garden with both Australian native
and exotic plantings. The garden has an excellent conservation programme and a seed bank on site. I spent
some time with horticultural staff looking around the gardens and discussing their management.
I have just received an email announcing that we have been successful in our application for a Green Flag
Award. The Green Flag Awards are administered for Australasia by the Parks Forum, and recognise wellmanaged parks which strive to meet visitors’ needs, retain important historic and cultural values, and develop
protection of native species and habitats. The Trust was a part of our success. Thank you to Phil and
Margaret for your help gaining this award.
Have a great Christmas and New Year holidays.
Kind regards,
Rewi Elliot
Curator/Manager
Otari Native Botanic Garden and Wilton's Bush Reserve
Email: rewi.elliot@wcc.govt.nz

No holly and ivy for us
for Christmas!
Instead NZ Jasmine and
Mistletoe.
Far right: Jasmine (see
page 7)
Right: Mistletoe, Peraxilla
tetrapetala, seen at George
and Keena Gibbs’s
covenanted property.
Photos: Eleanor Burton
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The opening of
the Leonard
Cockayne Centre
Saturday 20th
September.
Left above: From inside the Centre – a rather wet
start to the day.
Left centre: The formal opening by the Mayor
Celia Wade-Brown with Phil Parnell and Rewi
Elliot.
Lower left: Rewi outside the centre.
Below left: Celia Wade-Brown makes a ceremonial
planting.
Below: Bob Brockie also spoke at the opening.
His father, Walter Brockie, was the first Curator of
Otari Wilton’s bush, and Bob grew up in the house
which is now the Leonard Cockayne Centre. He is
photographed with Mike Oates and Mike’s wife
Sarah De Renzy.
Photos taken by Neil Price
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Otari Open Day
Saturday 20th September.
Right: Masaki Kojima (left) and
Sono Barnes (right) helping on the
cake stall. The little animals they are
holding were being given away by
the Project Halo people
Photo: Jocelyn Hoskin)
Below: The patient queue waits for
the sale to begin.

Above right: Celia Wade-Brown with Finn Michalak and Dave Bidgood
Far right:
Rewi gives
advice, as
does Olaf
John right.
Plant sale
photos:
Neil Price

Thanks to Open Day helpers
Many thanks to all you wonderful members who help in so many ways on Open Day. Thanks to
those who bring along or leave various tempting delicacies for us to sell. Thanks to those who turn
up to help with packing the plants, and working on the barbecue, the cake stall, coffee stall and the
cards and raffle stand. This year the weather was unbelievably awful with hail at 8.30 am. All our
stalls were moved into the Information Centre except for the barbecue – thanks to those noble
volunteers who carried on cheerfully in very trying conditions.
We must not forget the guides who set off in storm gear leading eager walkers off into the forest.
Thank you all so much.

Open Day Raffle Winners
Here are the winners:
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1. Peter de Voy

2. Judy Alexander

3. Mary McEwen

Trust Board 2014 – 2015
Chairman Phil Parnell

93 Amritsar St, Khandallah. landy@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 479 2239

Secretary: Margaret Crimp:

167 Wilton Rd., Wilton.

m.crimp@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 475 3263
Treasurer: Jocelyn Hoskin

14 Warwick St, Wilton.
jocelynhoskin@clear.net.nz

Phone: 475 8696

Peter Buxton

106 Weld St, Wadestown.

pebuxton@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 472 3456

Wilbur Dovey

40 Warwick St., Wilton.

cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 499 1044

Jannine McCabe 40 Worcester Street, Wilton.

jannine_mccabe@yahoo.co.nz

Phone: 475 5494

Ian Stockwell

2 Paisley Terrace, Karori

stockwellian@hotmail.com

Phone; 476 3630

Cathy Wylie

43 Huntleigh Park Way, Ngaio. Cathy.wylie@nzcer.org.nz

Phone: 938 6498

The trustees welcome individual communications from members on any matters relating to
Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve or the Trust, particularly from those who would like to assist and participate in
our activities.
Newsletter: Vera Burton. Phone 9388207. davee@paradise.net.nz

Left: This photo of a kaka bent on destruction was taken on
the 12th November, by the path down to the picnic area by
the stream.
Taken by Masaki Kojima

Mosses, Liverworts and Lichens.
Rodney Lewington took a very interesting walk on
November 23rd introducing
beginners to this fascinating part
of Otari-Wilton's Bush. He
started with an introductory
session in the Leonard Cockayne
Centre, and using examples and
a great handout, managed to get
across what to look out for in the
Gardens. This was followed by a
walk through the fernery and on
to the Nature trail where
examples were viewed by the
attendees. Thanks Rodney.
Phil Parnell
Right: Foliose Lichen
Left: Rodney in creek explaining liverworts
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Parsonsia heterophylla
Akakiore, native jasmine
Parsonsia heterophylla is a slender climber, climbing by twining around stems. It can reach 10m
or more, climbing into the canopy to flower in the sun. It is having a particularly good flowering
year this year, visible in the bush canopy from some distance. Seeds are wind dispersed and are
borne in attractive long pods to about 10cm. It has a highly variable juvenile form, and commonly
volunteers in gardens, but can take a long time to grow up and flower. Flowers are scented. It is
not very picky about growing conditions, mainly needing something to climb and a sunny spot. It
is found throughout the North and South Islands, and also on Stewart Island and the Three Kings
Islands. It is very similar to P. capsularis; there are differences mainly in the flower characters,
and P. heterophylla has more variable leaves on the adult. It can be seen at Otari growing on the
trellis at the nursery end of the canopy walkway.

OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
(Supporting Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve)

Membership Application Form
We are delighted to welcome new members – whatever your interest in Otari-Wilton's Bush
- from a desire to participate in active friendly volunteer support and educational activities,
or just the satisfaction of being associated with this wonderful native plant reserve.
Our membership year is from 1 April to 31 March. New members joining after 1 January will
have the membership accredited to the following year.
Yes, I would like to join/renew my membership of the Trust.
Name (s): ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Postal address: …………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………
Telephone contact number/: (

)…………………………………………………

E-mail address:
Billing Name and Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………….
(if different from above)

Subscription

……………………………………………………………………………………….
Corporate

$30

$

Double/Family

$15

$

Individual

$10

$

$5

$

Student/Unwaged

$

Donation*
Total payment

(please enclose cheque**)

$

*The Trust is registered as a Charitable organisation and donations over $5.00 qualify for a tax
rebate to individual taxpayers. (annual limits apply) We will provide a donation receipt to support your
tax rebate claim
**We regret we cannot process payments by Credit Card.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please indicate the areas of interest to you from the
following list:
()
()
()

Work parties
Administration
Historical Research

() Hosting at the Information centre
() Guiding

Please send this completed form with your cheque to:
The Treasurer, Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust, 160 Wilton Road, Wilton, Wellington 6012
Or pay by internet banking:
Westpac Bank 030518: 0205713:00 :50. Otari-Wilton's Bush Trust. Please add your name for
a reference.
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