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  OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST 

News and Views June, 2015 
 

Web site: www.otariwiltonsbush.org.nz.  Walks meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o Tane 
unless otherwise stated. Walks with talks first will start at the Leonard Cockayne Centre.  
Unless otherwise stated walks are free to Trust members, otherwise $5.  
For information re walks and seminars contact the Treehouse on (04) 499 1400 
 

 
The first Saturday  
of each month. 9am  

 
Plant care is usually on the first Saturday of each month. 
Contact Wilbur Dovey, 4991044.  
 

 
Sunday 21 
June 
2pm 
 

 
What we did in the Stone Age. Plants for consumption, cure, 
contraception and cosmetics.  An easy walk about one hour.  Note that 
this is on the 3rd Sunday not the usual 4th.  
Leader: Carol West.  Meet at the Information Centre 
 

 
Friday 26 
June 
6.30pm 
 

 
Glow worm Walk.      
Take a look at night life in the native forest, down to the 
Kaiwharawhara stream. Meet at the Information Centre. See page 5.   
Leader: Dave Burton 
 

 
Friday 24 
July 
6.30pm 
 

 
Glow worm Walk.     
Take a look at night life in the native forest, down to the 
Kaiwharawhara stream. Meet at the Information Centre See page 5.  
(A repeat of  earlier walk)  Leader: Dave Burton 
 

 
Sunday 26  
July 
2pm  
 

 
Workshop on small-leaved plants and divaricates There will be a talk 
explaining the strange divaricating growth habit of so many NZ plants 
with examples of some and also some small leaved plants.  This will be 
followed by a walk to see the plants in the Gardens.  2 hours 
Leader: Leon Perrie Leonard Cockayne Centre 
 

 
Sunday 23  
August 
2pm  
 

 
What bugs live in the Otari forest litter and stream? Come and see 
tiny critters under the microscope and test your knowledge of the 
different kind of bugs lurking in the bush around Wellington. Learn 
about our incredibly rich snail fauna and other quirky facts about our 
native invertebrates.   2 hours 
Leader: Karin Mahlfeld.  Leonard Cockayne Centre 
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Otari-Wilton's Bush Trust Board 
Trust Board Report 2014-2015 
 
This is the 15th annual report of the Trust and it has been a significant year with  
the completion and opening of the new Leonard Cockayne Centre (LCC) in 
September 2014.  
We now have a combined management plan for all gardens in the Botanic 
gardens group in September 2014.  The Trust has played a key role in both of  
these major tasks and has contributed financially to the fit out of the LCC, in 
particular the audio-visual facilities. Recently the gardens were awarded a Green 
flag (shortly to be flying high) an internationally recognised award for gardens and their 
communities. 
 
The Otari Native Botanic Garden and the Wilton's Bush areas continue to show improvements and 
are becoming more popular with both Wellingtonians and overseas visitors.  The Trust and its 
volunteers play a key role in helping the management with special projects and ongoing 
maintenance for this great Wellington attraction.  It is recognised by the Wellington City Council as 
a key environmental facility in its Nature Connections marketing.  The Otari staff and the Trust can 
be rightly proud of these achievements. 
 
The Trust Board activities have included: 
1). Contribution of funds for curator attendance at the Australasian Plant Conservation Conference 
2) Making submissions on the draft biodiversity strategy for Wellington City Council 
3) Running of the very successful seminar series in March attended by many members 
4) Contributing to the visit of a collections curator to the Hawaii National Botanic Garden 
5) Planning of Host support at weekends throughout the year 
6) Planning of guide operations for tourists and other New Zealand visitors at Otari. 
7) Assisting and making submissions on the Combined gardens plan 
8) Assisting with funding and sales of an Otari calendar 
9) Holding regular work parties for restoration work in the Kaiwharawhara valley 
10) Providing refreshments and BBQ for the annual open day 
11) Planning the series of monthly walks which are increasingly popular 
12) Contribution for a plant collecting trip to Canterbury region. 
 
Planning 
The Botanic Gardens of Wellington 2014 management plan has now been published and is 
available online.  Thanks to all members who contributed and assisted with submissions. 
The Board is currently in discussion with Council on projects within this plan. 
 
Pest Eradication 
Thank you to all our Rambo team who tirelessly work to keep the pests particularly rats, stoats, 
ferrets and hedgehogs to a minimum throughout the bush areas.  We are now seeing other groups 
beyond Otari joining in the fight.  Visitors continue to enjoy the bird life and their abundance in 
Otari. 
 
Hosting and Guiding 
The Board thanks Rodney Lewington, Bev Abbott and all the guides who have been involved this 
year.  The reputation and quality of experience continues to grow for visitors.  We are currently in 
discussions on other commercial tour opportunities. Our thanks also to all the Hosts who volunteer 
throughout the year and and their help with visitors.  On monthly walks, thanks to Prof. Phil 
Garnock-Jones, Dr Geoff Ridley, Rodney Lewington, Chris Moore and many others ably managed 
by Margaret Crimp. 
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Membership 
Current membership continues to grow on last year and we are welcoming new 
members to help with various activities.  A special welcome to all new members 
this year.  
 
Finances 
The summarised financial results show a lower excess of income over expenditure  
than last year due to expected major expenditure on facilities for the LCC and the 
Installation wiring etc.  Our income does vary in some categories due to weather,  
sales turnover and donations volume.  Overall though a good result that puts the  
Trust in a good position for the current projects being planned for 2016.  These  
include Matariki celebration of Harakeke: The woven story, and the possible protection around the  
800 year old rimu. Thanks to Jocelyn Hoskin and Athol Swann for their assistance in preparing 
these accounts. 
  
Education and Newsletter 
All areas continue to be improved and Vera Burton does an invaluable job which gets many 
favourable comments by members and the public.  Education has now got more flexibility with the 
Leonard Cockayne Centre being used as part of walks and for various external hirers. 
 
Conclusion 
I would like to acknowledge the great work of fellow trustees, the Otari-Wilton's Bush staff, WCC 
managers, Trust volunteers and members for their support during the year in all the activities of the 
Trust.  I would like to thank Jannine McCabe who is retiring this year to spend more time with her 
young family.  We look forward to a successful and enjoyable year at Otari-Wilton's Bush. 
 
    
Phil Parnell 
Chair Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust 
 
 
 

Otari Awards 2015 
 
This year the recipients were: 
 
Ros Batcheler: Ros has been a Thursday volunteer for many years, coming along 
to cheerfully do whatever the staff feels needs to be done in the gardens and 
sometimes in the forest.  Ros also comes on Tuesday mornings to work in the 
nursery and on Open Day she is always there helping with the barbecue. 
 
Lynsie Kerr.  Lynsie has been a Thursday volunteer for many years, coming along to cheerfully do 
whatever the staff feels needs to be done in the gardens and sometimes in the forest.  Lynsie also 
comes on Tuesday mornings to work in the nursery and on Open Day she is always there helping. 
 
Roger Crimp: Roger has been a very loyal supporter of Otari Wilton’s Bush ever since the 
establishment of the Otari Wilton’s Bush Trust.  He has been a member of the RAMBO trapping 
team since its foundation and was one of the early volunteers in the Otari revegetation programme 
which helped to clear and plant the Kaiwharawhara Stream bank environs south of the Troup Picnic 
Area in the early years of this century. 
Roger has also been of immense value as technical adviser to the Trust, especially at the March 
seminars when he has ensured that presentations can take place without problems.  Needless to say 
he has also been of great support to Margaret in her work as Secretary to the Trust. 
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Otari Report  
 
 
 
Kia ora koutou,  
 
Work has begun on the lower collection areas at Otari to realign paths as our 2010 
landscape development plan recommended. The initial landscaping work is being 
carried out by Gavin Dench and Simon Fern. Their excellent eye for design and 
detail will result in a drystone wall that is in keeping with the rest of the landscape 
and help to level off an area where we plan to grow a garden that interprets plant 
adaptations. This garden will replace the Pittosporum border, a collection we have always struggled 
with in this area to be representative of the genus.  
 
Finn and I have recently returned from Canterbury on a seed collecting trip for both Otari and the 
New Zealand Indigenous Flora Seed Bank. We spent a few days in Arthurs Pass National Park and 
Craigieburn Range, collecting several species for Otari and seed of four species for the NZ seed 
bank. I hadn’t appreciated the role that Leonard Cockayne had played in the formation of Arthurs 
Pass National Park; the DOC visitor centre has a lovely area set aside dedicated to Dr Cockayne and 
his involvement with the Park. We had considerable pleasure ascending Mt Cockayne in the 
Craigieburn Range and spotted the yellow flowered Euphrasia cockayneana in the Otira valley.  
 
We have just sown some Mida salicifolia in our nursery from seed collected in Khandallah Park. 
Mida salicifolia is a hemi-parasitic tree that grows up to 6m tall. It is uncommon around Wellington 
and we’d like to see if we can grow some in the gardens at Otari. Known hosts are rimu, kauri and 
tanekaha. Thus far we’ve sown some with no treatment, some scarified and some in pots with the 
known hosts. If anyone has any experiences with Mida salicifolia that would help with these 
germination trials please let us know at otari@wcc.govt.nz. 
 
Matariki is approaching and we are planning an event on the weekend of June 20 and 21; a two day 
celebration of the use of New Zealand plants, centred on harakeke (New Zealand flax). The 
weekend will feature demonstrations by local harakeke weavers and Curator led walks through 
Otari. You will be able to give harakeke weaving a go and hear stories of other useful plants of 
Aotearoa. This is certainly intended to be an event for the whole family. The Otari Trust will also be 
leading walks looking at traditional uses of NZ plants. Many thanks to the Trust for providing some 
funding to help run this event. 
 
The annual Open Day and plant sale will follow on Saturday 26 September. We hope to see you at 
both events. 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
Rewi Elliot                                                                                                         
 Manager, Otari-Wilton’s Bush                                                                                   
 021 227 8169 
 otari@wcc.govt.nz 
 
 
There are two photos from the collecting trip on page 9. 
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Trust Board 2015 – 2016 
 
Jannine McCabe has resigned from the Trust Board.  We thank her for all that she 
did for the Trust and wish her well.  All other trustees remain on the Board and 
have been joined by Bev Abbott. 
 

 
Trust Board 2015 – 2016 
 
   Chairman Phil Parnell      93 Amritsar St, Khandallah. landy@xtra.co.nz 

     Phone: 479 2239 
 
 Secretary: Margaret Crimp: 167 Wilton Rd., Wilton.      m.crimp@xtra.co.nz 
     Phone:  475 3263       

  Treasurer: Jocelyn Hoskin 14 Warwick St, Wilton.        jocelynhoskin@clear.net.nz       
Phone: 475 8696 

    

 Bev Abbott 40 Pembroke Road, Northland         bevabbott@xtra.co.nz Phone:  475 8468 
  
 Peter Buxton 106 Weld St, Wadestown.         pebuxton@xtra.co.nz  Phone:  472 3456 

      
 Wilbur Dovey 40  Warwick St., Wilton.       cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz  Phone:  499 1044  
  
 Ian Stockwell 2 Paisley Terrace, Karori     stockwellian@hotmail.com  Phone; 476 3630                               

 
 Cathy Wylie 43 Huntleigh Park Way, Ngaio.   Cathy.wylie@nzcer.org.nz Phone:  938 6498     
 

 
 
 

The trustees welcome individual communications from members on any matters relating to  
Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve or the Trust, particularly from those who would like to assist and participate in     
our activities. 
 
 
Newsletter: Vera Burton. Phone 9388207.  davee@paradise.net.nz 

 
 
Glow worm walks at Otari-Wiltons Bush 
 
Walks on Friday June 26 July 24 6.30pm  
 
Otari has its share of glow worms – they prefer a moist, vertical bank, dark and sheltered from the 
wind so that they can hang their sticky nets and light their tails as a lure for midges.    This time, we 
are doing the tour in the middle of winter, so that we can start early enough for young children to 
take part.   Come for a walk through the bush at night – glow worms are guaranteed. 
 
Meet at the Otari Information Centre. at 6.30pm.    You’ll need good shoes, warm clothing, and a 
torch.   All children must be accompanied by an adult.   Donations of $3 per adult go to the Otari – 
Wilton’s Bush Trust. Children are free. 
 
Leader: Dave Burton  
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 The Kaiwharawhara Stream  
  in flood at Otari-Wilton’s  
  Bush. Thursday 14 May 2015. 
  Photos by Brian Steele 
 

 
 
 

Relating classroom learning to the real plant 
 

One of the questions I couldn’t answer during a recent Year 13 speciation tour came from a teacher 
who wanted to know the date of Otari’s plant sale.  It turns out he is hoping to buy a whipcord hebe 
for the school’s garden.  He’s gradually building up what I would call a teaching collection.  As 
we’ve discovered, access to a whipcord hebe is a real advantage when using the genus Veronica to 
explain adaptive radiation, one of the main evolutionary processes in the Year 13 syllabus.  
 
More than one teacher has mentioned access to real plants as a key benefit of bringing students to 
Otari.   Earlier this year, as part of planning a visit to develop his students’ understanding of plant 
taxonomy and identification techniques, a horticulture tutor wrote:  

I would really like them to see those features on plants as opposed to the idealised pictures 
you get in the workbooks. 

 

Rodney, Rewi and I also had some real plants on the table we set up at the recent Science Providers 
Mini Expo. The expo had been organised by the Royal Society of New Zealand as an “efficient, fast 
and effective way” for providers of science education (like us) to showcase our programmes and 
materials to primary and secondary teachers. The plants attracted teachers to our table, and provided 
a conversational starter.  Many teachers took away our new hand-out summarising Otari’s botanical 
educational opportunities.   
 
Both old hands and new in the expanding team of guides and tail-enders speak with pride and 
appreciation of how much they are learning as they prepare for and deliver each tour.  Our own 
experiences on the preparatory walks demonstrate clearly the role of real plants in adding meaning 
and understanding to the words and pictures in guide notes and websites.   
 
Bev Abbott 
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Ikebana Walk 
 
On March 4th a group belonging to Wellington Ikebana International spent the 
morning at Otari. The visitors showed an enthusiastic interest in the gardens and 
in the special characteristics of NZ flora. The different perspective which their 
Ikebana training gave them proved a new experience for the guides as well.  
The divaricating plants and the Dracophyllum species were particularly popular. 
 Jane Humble                                                                                                                                           

Below are photos of the group with hosts Bev Abbott 
and Jane Humble.   
Photos by Erris Thomson 

 

 
 
The Fungal Foray 
 
The fungal foray is always a  
popular walk but this year it  
surpassed itself.  Seventy people  
of all ages turned up for the walk.    
Geoff Ridley, the leader, was  
pessimistic about how many  
fungi we would find but he  
managed to find enough to hold  
people’s interest in a fascinating  
topic for over 2 hours. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Prebble's favourite place 
 
Ryan Prebble, founder of the Wellington band 'The 
Nudge' was interviewed recently by the 'Dominion Post' 
for Sarah Catherall's weekly column' My Secret 
Wellington' on 1 April 2015. Ryan is based in 
Wellington, and has recently been in Australia to 
perform with Fly My Pretties. Later this year he will be 
off to France to participate in a WW1 battlefields 
musical tribute. He has a personal connection with the 
Great War as his great great uncle, Fred Leslie Prebble, a 
Company Sergeant Major, died of wounds at Calais, in 
1917,at the age of 24. His brothers, Harry and Charles, 
also  soldiers in the Great War both survived and 
returned home to New Zealand. 
 
One of the questions Ryan was asked in his interview 
was: 
 
What's your favourite place for a walk or to get into 
nature ? 
 
Hi reply was ' Otari Wilton Bush, Acres of beautiful 
virgin native bush,a river, and resurgence of native birds 
that I never saw as a kid like kereru, and kaka. It's a real 
asset to the city'. 
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55 - 85 Curtis Street Development Update  

 

The Creswick Valley Resident's Association has advised that the Environment 
Court hearing has been set down to commence on Wednesday 10 June 2015. 
Originally expected to last four days and commence on 4 May 2015, it was 
deferred and set down for a full week beginning on 15 June 2015, then 
subsequently extended to a full week and a half to accommodate the 21 expert 
witnesses being called.  
  
There were five separate appeals lodged with respect to the Curtis Street site - by 
CVRA, Prime Property Group (PPG), and Michael Gibson against Plan Change 77, and by CVRA 
and Kindercare Learning Centres against the grant of resource consent for earthworks to fill the site. 
CVRA sought to have all of these appeals heard together by the Environment Court.  Although both 
Wellington City Council and PPG opposed this request, the Court has directed that all of the 
appeals will be heard together.   
  
The number of appeals has now been reduced to four as Kindercare settled its appeal on 7 May 
2015 and will not attend the hearing.  As Kindercare had limited its appeal largely to concerns about 
dust and timing of traffic movements, the removal of three expert witnesses and six evidential 
documents, from the total of 68 that have now been filed, is not expected to reduce significantly the 
length of the hearing. 
  
CVRA reports that, shortly after it provided its previous update in February 2015, PPG applied to 
the Court for $50,000 to be paid by CVRA as security for costs, even though costs are not 
automatically awarded in the Environment Court and the Court's Practice Note specifically says that 
costs are not normally awarded on plan change appeals.  CVRA successfully opposed the 
application for security for costs at a preliminary hearing on 10 April 2015, before the presiding 
judge for the appeals, Justice Thompson, who ruled that there are "live issues which can reasonably 
be argued and which certainly cannot be regarded as frivolous or unreasonable". 
  
CVRA has highlighted, in its report, that several issues have become more prominent, after reading 
the documents filed for the hearing.  One of these is that most of the Sanctuary to Sea walkway, and 
the regionally significant seepage wetlands along Old Karori Road would actually be included 
within the new Business Area zone, because the District Plan extends the zoning on any land to the 
centre of the road and Paisley Terrace and Old Karori Road form a single road reserve adjacent to 
this site.  Another issue that has become a larger concern is the identification that no secondary flow 
path exists for the stream, stormwater and sewer that pass under both Ian Galloway Park, and the 
playing fields, in an unreinforced tunnel.  At the moment a safe ponding area lower than 
surrounding properties is provided by the site.  If the site is filled, the natural ponding area in the 
event of a tunnel failure and blockage will be moved south onto properties occupied by houses and 
the child care centre.  CVRA notes that this seems very ill-considered planning given the known 
seismic risks in the region. 
  
The hearing will be held at the District Court Building, Ballance St, Wellington; Court 5.01. 
 The court usually sits from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm each day a hearing is in progress.  Otari Wilton's 
Trust Board members are welcome to attend the hearing. 
 
For further information, on the CVRA, and the background to the Environment Court hearing on 
the 555 - 85 Curtis Street development proposal, Trust members should go to the CVRA website 
 www.cvra.org.nz 
 
Ian Stockwell 
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Photos from Rewi and 
Finn’s seed collecting 
trip in Canterbury. 
 
Above: Torlesse Range, 
Foggy Peak 
 
Left: Craigieburn Range. 

BMX Track: Ian Galloway Park 
  
August 2013 was the last time a report was provided to Trust members on the 
overgrown, weed infested, muddy and poorly drained area of Ian Galloway Park, 
that was the BMX track. 
 
The Capital BMX Club, who have a lease on the site from the Wellington City 
Council, were hopeful that they would, by the first quarter of 2014, have a  
re- constructed BMX track, for the use of Club members, and the general public 
that would be of international standard. 
 
Funding shortfalls occurred, which meant that the resource consent could not be applied for to carry 
out necessary work on the site to meet the 2014 deadline. However, it is pleasing to hear that the 
financial issues have now been resolve, and the resource consent granted.  Trust Members driving 
or walking along Curtis Street will have noted the activity on the site over the past 6 weeks with a 
digger and grader and numerous trucks, each day of the work week, unloading fill at the site. 
 
Once the drainage permit is granted the drains will be installed. The track builders have been 
booked to start work in September, and depending on weather conditions, all the necessary work on 
the BMX track should have been completed by the end of October / early November. 
 
Then hopefully the comments, in August  
2013, by Rebecca Maresca, President  
of the Capital BMX Club Inc that ‘their  
vision is to completely revitalize the area  
and make it available to a much wider  
range of people, to make the site a  
landmark and a destination for kids,  
and their bikes from all around the  
Wellington region', will be fully  
realised. 
  
Ian Stockwell 
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Otari – Wilton’s Bush Trust 
 

               Summarised Financial Results 
           For the Year ended 31March 2015 
 

Income and Expenditure 

 Income                                                                                                                                 Previous year 
   Member Subscriptions         2,375  2.180 
   Donations      2,104  3,249 
   Interest                     1,975  1,592  
   Trading   (cards, books etc.)    860  2,059   
   Open day (teas etc.)                  853  1,125    
   Guiding Services                  9,221   7,530                 
                 17,388            17,735  
Expenditure 
   Project spending 
        Contribution for Plant collections                 1,000       -      
        Equipment for volunteer plant care                   -     45   
        Participation in BGANZ Botanic Garden Conferences           1,495       
       Contribution for Curator visit to Tasmania                  1,000          2,500 (Kew)

      Contribution for Assistant Curator visit to Hawaii               1,000  
        Equipment for volunteer Pest Eradication                   -     773 

       Grant to National Plant Conservation Fund                 500   
      Analysis of honey samples from Otari    267   

       Audio-visual equipment for Leonard Cockayne Centre        6,509               -          
                                                                                                                  9,776  5,313  

   Seminars                       591 
   Newsletter Costs                                1,584               1,219        
   Subscriptions to Related Organisations        90        265  
   General Administration costs                1,296  2,253   
   Depreciation on Capitalised Assets                 247     247 
                  13,584               9,297  
Excess Income over Expenditure for the year                     $ 3,804              $  8,438  

  

          Financial Position at 31 March 2015  
Assets 

Epson Projector and stands                  1,412              1,648                    
Megaphone                                       11                   22  
Funds at Westpac Bank             66,758            63,068               
Receivables                  2,075  2,537                      
Stockholdings (Cards, Books, etc.)             2,024              1,262  
                72,280               68,537   
Liabilities     Subscriptions paid for next year        (    420)           (    420)  
         Accounts payable           (    418)          (     479)                  

            Net Assets (Accumulated Funds)         $ 71,442         $ 67,638   
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Helichrysum dimorphum 

 
This is a rare species now found only in the headwaters of the Waimakariri catchment in 
inland Canterbury, though records suggest its range used to include parts of Southland. It 
is a scrambling plant of river terraces and gorges, growing in grey scrub and often 
associating with matagouri (Discaria toumatou). At Otari it is currently growing only in 
the nursery, but as there are several plants there hopefully it will presently make it into 
the garden, where no one will notice it as it usually looks like a dead stick. The plant 
illustrated is young and healthy and unusually well covered in leaves. The single branch 

is more typical and shows both leaf types. 
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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST 
(Supporting Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve) 

Membership Application Form 

 
 We are delighted to welcome new members – whatever your interest in Otari-Wilton's Bush 
- from a desire to participate in active friendly volunteer support and educational activities, 
or just the satisfaction of being associated with this wonderful native plant reserve. 
Our membership year is from 1 April to 31 March.  New members joining after 1 January will 
have the membership accredited to the following year.  
 
Yes, I would like to join/renew my membership of the Trust. 
 
      Name (s): …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
      
      Postal address: ……………………………………………………………………………. 

          …………………………………………………………………………… 

                    …………………………………………………………………………   

      Telephone contact number/: (    )…………………………………………………   

      E-mail address:           
      Billing Name and Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………….           
       (if different from above)        ………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Subscription Corporate  $30 $ 

 Double/Family $15 $ 

 Individual $10 $ 

 Student/Unwaged $5 $ 

Donation*   $ 

Total payment (please enclose cheque**)  $ 
 
*The Trust is registered as a Charitable organisation and donations over $5.00 qualify for a tax 
rebate to individual taxpayers. (annual limits apply)  We will provide a donation receipt to support your 
tax rebate claim  
**We regret we cannot process payments by Credit Card. 
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please indicate the areas of interest to you from the 
following list: 

()     Work parties                             ()   Hosting at the Information centre 
()     Administration ()   Guiding 
()     Historical Research  

 
Please send this completed form with your cheque to:    
The Treasurer, Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust,  160 Wilton Road, Wilton,  Wellington 6012 
 
Or pay by internet banking:   
Westpac Bank 030518: 0205713:00 :50.  Otari-Wilton's Bush Trust. Please add your name for 
a reference.  


