OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
News and Views December, 2017
Web site: www.owbt.nz For all walks meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o Tane unless
otherwise stated. Walks with talks first will start at the Leonard Cockayne Centre. Unless
otherwise stated walks are free to Trust members, otherwise $5.
For information re walks and seminars contact the Treehouse on (04) 499 1400
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The first Saturday of
each month. 9am

Plant care is on the second Saturday of each month.
Contact Wilbur Dovey, 499 1044.

Saturday
28 January
2pm

The 800 year old Rimu and beyond.
From the Information Centre we walk to the 800 year old Rimu (it must be 850
years old by now), and then up almost to the Skyline. From here we go
generally south along the contour and eventually out of Otari to pine trees. A
short walk along the outside of Otari and turn onto the lower Blue Trail.
Entirely on track although a little steep here and there. It will take us about
two hours. Good walking shoes or boots advised, it can be slippery after rain.
Leaders Rodney Lewington and Chris Moore.

Sunday 25
February
2pm

Pigments, Perfumes, and Poisons Walk and Talk
An easy 1.5 hour stroll looking at some native plants that produce various
dyes, perfumes, and poisons. Courtesy of the Fragrifert Parfumeur (at the top
of the Cable car) some native plant perfumes will be demonstrated.
Leader: Chris Moore

Tuesdays in March
7.30pm

March seminars

Sunday 25
March
2pm

KAIWHARAWHARA VALLEY REVEGETATION

Speakers to be arranged.

Otari Wilton’s Bush Trust has been involved in the revegetation of the
Kaiwharawhara Stream Valley south of the Troup Picnic Area since 2001.
Since then large sections of the valley have been cleared of weeds, over 35,000
trees have been planted and the work continues. The walk will outline the
progress made in the years since 2001 and show where work is continuing with
monthly weeding and planting activities. Leader: Wilbur Dovey

Chairman’s Message
Phil Parnell is currently travelling overseas. He sends Season’s Greetings to all
and he looks forward to seeing the Volunteers at their party

NZ Network Plant Conservation Award
Eleanor Burton (our database administrator) was awarded the 2017 Individual
Award at the New Zealand Plant Conservation Network Conference last week,
after being nominated by the Wellington Botanical Society.
Eleanor has been a member of the Wellington Botanical Society (WBS) committee for the last 7
years, including 2 years as vice-president. She is currently the Editor of the WBS’s bulletin, leads
fieldtrips, and also volunteers at Te Papa, where she mounts and databases plant specimens for the
herbarium.
Eleanor’s earliest interest lay in drawing plants. When quite
young, Eleanor asked to meet Nancy M. Adams, a renowned
botanical artist, then working at the Dominion Museum. History
does not relate what was said at this meeting, but the fact that it
happened at all is an example of Eleanor’s single-mindedness at
an early age.
Eleanor completed an honours degree in botany at Victoria
University and afterwards trained in arboriculture. During this
time she continued to draw plants, and in recent years, has
produced drawings on commission from the French Government
for the Flora of New Caledonia by John Dawson, has produced
botanical illustrations for Wellington City Council, illustrations
for children’s programmes, and illustrations for the new
Discovery Garden.
For the last ten years, Eleanor has also been working on a
personal project to illustrate the New Zealand Celmisia genus. In
2012, twenty-five of these colour-pencil illustrations were
exhibited in the foyer of Conservation House, the Department of
Conservation’s head office, Wellington.
Since 2000 Eleanor has provided botanical pen-and-ink drawings
of the highest standard for most issues of Otari-Wilton’s Bush
Trust’s newsletter, and has done the same for the Wellington
Botanical Society newsletter.
Since 2016, Eleanor has illustrated the cover of the New Zealand
Botanical Society Newsletter. For each of these publications
Eleanor has provided freely and willingly of her time and
expertise. The accuracy and elegance of her line drawings follow
in the ancient tradition of the best botanical illustrators.
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Otari Report
Kia ora koutou,
Thank you to the Trust Board for agreeing to sponsor the NZ Plant Conservation
Network conference. The conference was held in mid-November in Hokitika.
Nearly 100 Network members gathered together to enjoy a host of informative
speakers, several well run workshops, interesting field trips and a combined
exhibition dedicated to botanical artwork. The Trust sponsored both the field trip
to the Otira Valley and the Cockayne Walk, and the NZPCN and John Child
Bryophyte and Lichen Workshop combined Botanical Art Exhibition held in the
Carnegie Building in Hokitika. At the conference dinner, one of the annual
NZPCN awards was awarded to Otari staff member Eleanor Burton for her talent and dedication to
botanical illustration (Eleanor’s work is a regular feature in the Trust newsletter).
We have just started some exciting new work, in partnership with Te Papa, on rata moehau
(Metrosideros bartlettii). Some of you will be aware these trees are one of our rarest – apparently
down to only 13 in the wild, spread across three disjunct populations in the far North. Over the last
two weeks we have been cross-pollinating rata moehau by hand from two different populations after
being sent down flowers from a tree in Auckland University (from Radar Bush) that is from a
different population than ours (from Kohuranaki). Karin van der Walt our Science and Conservation
Advisor is leading the work for us, which involves both assessing the viability in long term storage
of M. bartlettii pollen and carrying out hand pollination of M. bartlettii at Otari, with pollen from
another tree from a different population.
To aid with this ongoing conservation work we are now considering the state of our plant nursery at
Otari. To support and increase our contribution to research and conservation of New Zealand’s
threatened flora we would like to upgrade to the nursery’s infrastructure and equipment, rearrange
the layout to enable work efficiencies and safety, and we would like to integrate the nursery into our
visitor experience. As a start to this, we are exploring a partnership with landscape architecture staff
at Victoria University to explore how we might rearrange the nursery to achieve the outcomes
above.
Anneke Mace, our Educator on staff, has recently been successful with a funding bid to the Ministry
of Education. The funding runs over a three year period and includes capacity to support the revival
the Bush Guides programme at Otari School. The Bush Guides are a small bunch of
environmentally minded enthusiastic students who took time out of their school week to learn more
about New Zealand’s natural environment, a lot of which was undertaken in the gardens or forest at
Otari. With the knowledge gained the Bush Guide students were then equipped to design guided
tours for their peers and other visiting schools to Otari. Due to budget pressures the funding for the
Bush Guides was cut last year, however last week we were pleased to have our first discussions
with the school about its revival.
In the gardens and forest we are getting drier and drier. Fingers crossed we get a little rain to ease
the stress.
I hope you all have a merry time over Christmas and the New Year.
Rewi Elliot, Team Manager, Otari-Wilton’s Bush.

Changed your email address?
Please, if you change your email address, let the Secretary know promptly
To avoid missing out on notices.
Send your new address to Margaret Crimp m.crimp@xtra.co.nz
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Trust Board 2016 – 2017

The Board of Trustees for the current year is:
Chairman Phil Parnell

93 Amritsar St, Khandallah.
Phone: 479 2239

Secretary: Margaret Crimp:

167 Wilton Rd., Wilton.
Phone: 475 3263

Treasurer. Jocelyn Hoskin

14 Warwick St, Wilton. jhoskin62@gmail.com
Phone: 475 8696

landy@xtra.co.nz

m.crimp@xtra.co.nz

Bev Abbott

40 Pembroke Road, Northland

bevabbott@xtra.co.nz

Peter Buxton

106 Weld St, Wadestown.

pebuxton@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 472 3456

Wilbur Dovey

40 Warwick St., Wilton.

cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 499 1044

Jane Humble

16 Izard Road, Khandallah

jhumble16@gmail.com

Phone: 971 6970

Ian Stockwell

2 Paisley Terrace, Karori .

stockwellian@hotmail.com

Phone: 476 3630

Cathy Wylie

43 Huntleigh Park Way, Ngaio.

Cathy.wylie@nzcer.org.nz

Phone: 475 8468

Phone: 938 6498

The trustees welcome individual communications from members on any matters relating to
Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve or the Trust, particularly from those who would like to assist and participate in
our activities.

Newsletter: Vera Burton. Phone 938 8207. veeanddave93@gmail.com

Open Day
Many thanks to all you wonderful members who help in so many ways on Open Day. Thanks to
those who bring along or leave various tempting delicacies for us to sell. Thanks to those who turn
up to help with packing the plants, and working on the barbecue, the cake stall, coffee stall and the
cards and raffle stand.
This year we were again lucky with the weather. People sat out on the deck with their cakes and
coffee or delicious sausages from the barbecue.

Raffle winners
First Prize: Anna Finlayson who selected the Elmwood Bowl
Second Prize: Clare Stanford who selected the 5 Native Plants
Third Prize; David Burton who won the Book - New Zealand's Native Trees
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RAMBO after 10 years
RAMBO began in July 2007 as a trapping program to complement the poison bait
station program that had been run by the Regional Council since the mid 1990’s.
The bait station program was (and is) primarily aimed at possums, though the baits
also attract ship rats which spend a lot of their life in the trees so are excellent
climbers. The predators that are found on the ground – the stoat, the weasel and the
hedgehog – cannot get at these bait stations so needed to be controlled by trapping.
Norway rats are not so good at climbing and are another target.
The trapping program was set up by Jonathan Kennett and his partner Bronwen
with technical advice on traps and layout by Darren Peters from Dept of Conservation. Jonathan
got involved after he had finished supervising the Kaiwharawhara Stream revegetation. Because
the target were the larger predators the traps were all DOC200 traps and they were donated to the
Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust by BOLT (Balance of Life Trust). Initially there were 60 traps over 5
trap lines and they were laid out in grid pattern to try and get around one trap per hectare. This is a
density appropriate for mustelids which move around a lot but is too widely spaced for intensive rat
control. Additional traps have since been added and some traps moved because their location was
difficult to get to. Today there are 74 traps over 6 trap lines Some of the additional traps were
placed where a lot of rats where being caught and a number of others from the Horse Paddock up to
and along the Skyline. The objective here is by having traps along the boundary we can prevent
incursions by mustelids and hedgehogs. The one new trap line is around Karori Cemetery where
traps last November were taken over from the Regional Council.
Below are our total catches by RAMBO since it was set up in mid-2007 up until the end of Sept
2017.
While these numbers may not seem high for a decade of trapping it needs to be kept in mind that
our trapping program is to complement the Regional Council bait station program so we are getting
the ground based predators as well as those rats that are either recent invaders from non-controlled
areas or who for whatever reason have not sampled enough of the poison bait to die.
Line

Rats

Chartwell
85
Skyline
Kaiwharawhara 146
Blue
Otari Central
155
Otari North
Wilton’s Bush
Karori
Cemetery
Total

Mustelids
Hedgehogs Other
Stoats Weasels
Unidentified
17
23
5
82
30
Rabbits
5
1
14
8

7

2

6

128
38
11

-

1
-

1

16
2

4
Rabbits
-

563

30

32

8

120

34

Most mustelids and hedgehogs are being caught along the trap lines around the boundary of OtariWilton’s Bush, in particular along the Skyline. This is to be expected as its open country which
provides a good habitat for them and so is where they would come from to move into OtariWilton’s Bush. The rats are largely being caught close to the Kaiwharawhara Stream and on the
ridges that run up to the Skyline.
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Finally the rabbits are not a target for our trapping program,
for whatever reason they get into the traps which puts that trap out of action
until it can be cleared and reset. All have been caught on or near the Skyline.
On an annual basis this is what our results look like:

It was in 2013 that a lot of the additional traps went in and this shows in the results for rat
catches. More traps have meant more rats caught though not necessarily more mustelids.
Otari-Wilton’s Bush is one the regionals designated “Key Native Ecosystems” so every six months
the Regional Council conducts monitoring to check on the level of predator activity. Experts in the
Department of Conservation say that if 5% or less of monitoring tunnels show rat activity then
endangered birds can successfully breed. While in years gone by rat activity has been as high as
11% of tunnels showing rat activity, for the last few years it has been below 5% and recently has
been as low as 2% and with no hedgehog or mustelid activity. The real test of this predator control
is whether we are seeing more birds in the bush.
Since RAMBO began in 2007 there have been a number of volunteers who have taken time out to
spend time checking traps. Special mention needs to made of three people who were there at the
very beginning and are still involved.
They are Andrew McLellan who is on the Chartwell Skyline line, Wendy Allardice on Otari North
and Lynley Trower on the Wilton Bush Line. Roger Crimp is another who was there at the
beginning, until he had to stop a year or so ago for medical reasons though he remains involved in
other Trust activities. Before joining the trapping program Lynley, Roger and Andrew were
involved with Jonathan Kennett on his revegetation project.
It is worth noting that in addition to having a line with RAMBO, Andrew also organises the
KATCH22 group that does the trapping from Wrights Hill around to Johnston’s Hill in Karori and
is also involved in the trapping group that has lines from the Crofton Downs substation out to
Mount Kaukau.
Other people who have been involved for a while and are still trapping are Charles Sullivan, who
began in 2008, both Richard Grasse and I started 2011 and Kathy Ombler who started
2012. Another honourable mention would be Dan Falloon (and family) who began trapping when
he was 14 and continued right up to when he went to university a couple of years ago.
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In addition to the above our current trappers include Alastair Henshaw who started
in 2014, Tony Cornelius in 2015 and Dennis Hardie in 2016.
Andrew said he can remember bringing home any stoats they caught to put in the
freezer - hoping to collect enough to send their tails to a DOC employee in Taupo
who made fundraising fishing flys out of the black tipped tails.
Lynley Andrew and Wendy can remember the initial training on the traps, in
putting the signage on the traps and helping carry them to their designated
places. Lynley said that she can recall most of them thinking they would catch a rat
in every single trap first time round and how disappointed they were to discover that
this was not the case. Ten years on and she said she still get a buzz when
she catches a rat.
Finally Kathy said that she can remember watching a helicopter hovering over the Flax
Clearing and finding later it was me being lifted out with a broken leg – RAMBO’s only casualty.
Jim Tait
22/11/17

Hokitika Report
Recently I went to the NZ Plant Conservation Network Conference in Hokitika.
There was a Botanical Art exhibition running concurrently with the conference, and I took 10
drawings down on loan to the exhibition. The exhibition was interesting, a wide range of styles
from striking big works in acrylic (still recognisable as to genus) to beautifully detailed pencil
drawings of ponga trunks with many different things growing on them. And everything in between.
The exhibition was held in the old public library building, a historic and interesting building now
home to the museum.
The conference itself was also interesting, with sections on:
 recent

taxonomy (lots of name changes in Melicytus, Cardamine, Wahlenbergia and Blechnum),

 distribution and population (including talks on calcicolous flora and Stewart Island alpine flora,
Utricularia, and Lake Ellesmere (wetlands),
 plant

ecology (limiting factors in Veronica armstrongii regeneration,

 post-earthquake revegetation

in Christchurch among others),

 iwi

engagement (Olearia gardneri recovery, and an interesting talk on how to best engage with iwi
in restoration projects),
 conservation tools (ecosourcing, tissue culture, using GIS as a planning and tracking tool for
weeds and revegetation),
 weed

research (including training dogs to sniff out cryptic weed species),

 and finally a session on bryophytes which was a lot more interesting than I expected - ever
thought about moss conservation? Or the identification of moss fossils carefully recovered from
rock...

After an intensive two days we were all ready to do something else.
There were a number of workshops; I took part in one on fern identification, and spent an afternoon
keying out Hymenophyllums - easy with a good key and a microscope.
And on the last day we had a choice of field trips. I picked the one to Otira and spent the day
looking at alpine plants. (see page xx)
Eleanor Burton
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Hokitika Conference

Photos by Eleanor Burton.

Top left: Traditional kea on car

Top right: Carnegie building (housing exhibition)

Centre left: Botanists at work

Centre right: Eleanor with Celmisia semicordata

Bottom left: Ranunculus lyallii Mt Cook lily.

Bottom right: Celmisia armstrongii
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Otari Open Day
Saturday 23rd
September
2017

From the archives
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A New Look at our Glow Worms
One fine Saturday night in November a crew filmed Dave Burton and Otari
Wilton’s Bush glow worms. Conditions were perfect, the birdsong was all
around, and the glow worms were out in force. The film crew were from Jam TV
is a New Zealand production company who are producing a new series for TV1
about Mark Twain.
In 1895, Mark Twain ran out of cash.
He came up with an extreme plan to turn his gift for words into a rescue package.
Twain came to New Zealand on a speaking tour and wrote a book about his
experiences at the same time.
Twain’s book was called Following the Equator. “I was in the Hard to Find Bookshop in Auckland
and the guy behind the counter said ‘Did you know Mark Twain toured here and wrote this book’,”
explains Jane Andrews, producer and director for Jam TV. While most know the famous American
writer for his tales of Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer, few kiwis know Following The Equator
exists, let alone that New Zealand features in it. Andrews was unaware of Twain’s tour as well but
finding the book was the start of several years of development.
Staying true to that famous phrase uttered by Rachel Hunter, ‘It didn’t happen overnight but it did
happen,” over 100 years after Twain’s Tour, the TV series of the book is finally underway. “Actor
and writer Oscar Kightley is our guide for this historic book tour with Twain’s work as his roadmap
and inspiration,” says Andrews.
By land, train and boat, Kightley follows in Twain’s steps to bring the American’s view of historic
New Zealand to modern audiences.
Twain had the pleasure of engaging with New
Zealanders and he was most impressed with the place
and the people.
Whether in 1895 or today, looking at our history leads
to robust discussion and discourse and this revising of
Twain’s stay will deliver that.

Oscar Kightly on safari.

It is always a great time for walking in Otari – especially so in summer.
Remember to take you camera and if you capture a special photo, send it to the secretary.
It may be just right for the 2018 calendar.
And it will avoid a last minute rush to acquire photos for printing!
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Leptinella rotundata

This is a groundcover with round velvety leaves and button daisy flowers. It is a
Nationally Vulnerable threatened plant, in the wild known only from the west
coast of the North Island from the Waitakere Ranges to Te Paki. Its habitat is
coastal cliff faces, preferring marginal sites where wind and salt keep competing
vegetation under control. In cultivation it does well in sun or shade, but prefers
good drainage. In a suitable place it will spread over quite a large area, and is
easily propagated from cuttings. At Otari it can be seen in the Main Cultivar
Border, near the lookout.
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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
(Supporting Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve)

Membership Application Form
We are delighted to welcome new members – whatever your interest in Otari-Wilton's Bush
- from a desire to participate in active friendly volunteer support and educational activities,
or just the satisfaction of being associated with this wonderful native plant reserve.
Our membership year is from 1 April to 31 March. New members joining after 1 January will
have the membership accredited to the following year.
Yes, I would like to join the Trust.
Name (s) : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Postal Address : …………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………
Telephone contact number/s : (

)…………………………………………………

E-mail address: <

>

Billing Name and Address :……………………………………………………………………………………….
(if different from above)

……………………………………………………………………………………….

Subscription

Corporate

$30

$

Double/Family

$15

$

Individual

$10

$

$5

$

Student/Unwaged

$

Donation*
Total payment

(please enclose cheque**)

$

*The Trust is registered as a Charitable organisation and donations over $5.00 qualify for a tax
rebate to individual taxpayers. (annual limits apply) We will provide a donation receipt to support your
tax rebate claim
**We regret we cannot process payments by Credit Card.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please indicate the areas of interest to you from the
following list:
()
()
()

Work parties
Administration
Historical Research

() Hosting at the Information centre
() Guiding

Please send this completed form with your cheque to:
The Treasurer, Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust, 160 Wilton Road, Wilton, Wellington 6012
Or pay by internet banking: .
Westpac Bank 030518: 0205713: 000 Otari-Wilton's Bush Trust. Please add your name for a
reference.
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