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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST 

News and Views March, 2018 
 

Web site: www.owbt.nz  For all walks meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o Tane unless 
otherwise stated.  Walks with talks first will start at the Leonard Cockayne Centre. Unless 
otherwise stated walks are free to Trust members and children under 15, otherwise $5.  
For information re walks and seminars contact the Treehouse on (04) 499 1400 
 
 
 

 

The second Saturday 

of each month. 9am  

 
Plant care is on the second Saturday of each month. 

Contact Wilbur Dovey, 499 1044.  

 

 

Sunday 

25 March 

2pm 

 

 
Kaiwharawhara Valley Revegation 

Otari Wilton’s Bush Trust has been involved in the revegetation of the 

Kaiwharawhara Stream Valley south of the Troup Picnic Area since 2001.  

Since then large sections of the valley have been cleared of weeds, over 35,000 

trees have been planted and the work continues.  The walk will outline the 

progress made in the years since 2001 and show where work is continuing with 

monthly weeding and planting activities.   

Leaders: Wilbur Dovey & Clare Stanford 

 

 

Tuesdays in March 

7.30pm  

 

March seminars  

See Page 5. 

 

 

Sunday  

22 April 

2pm  

 
Fungal Foray 

Our popular seasonal walk, this fabulous foray into the threads of fungi 

will start at 2pm  Meet at the Leonard Cockayne Centre to enjoy an easy 

2 hour ramble along the tracks to investigate the many fungi to be found 

at this time of the year. 
Leader: Geoff Ridley 

 

 

Sunday  

27 May 

2pm 

 

The “Big” Evolutionary stories of NZ botany This walks covers 

different themes -generalised 'boring' flowers, divaricating plants, mast 

flowering and touches on mātauranga (Māori knowledge) e.g., 

whakapapa and why the scaly tree ferns are descended from fishes, 

Māui's fire trees. Leader: Leon Perrie 
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Chairman’s Message 
Hi everybody, 

 

The rain finally arrived after a long hot spring and summer in Wellington. 

This has bought many local and international visitors to Otari-Wilton's Bush over 

this period.The staff have been busy with maintenance and dealing with the odd 

tree or two which suffered in the recent storm. 

 

During this period I was fortunate to be able to visit two Botanic Gardens in Asia 

with a climate very different from ours. 

 

The first of these was Queen Sirikit Botanic Gardens in Chiang Mai Thailand. This is a vast hillside 

site with many large glasshouses, waterfalls and spectacular sky walks over lush forest.   

The second was one of the world's newest Botanic gardens in Luang Prabang  

on the Mekong river. This is called Pha-Tad-Ke and you travel by boat for 15 minutes to the access 

entrance a steep uphill climb especially in the heat (normally over 30C). It is privately owned and 

was set up to be the first Botanic Garden in Laos.  

I was lucky enough to also meet a young New Zealand botanist Bryony Smart who is employed 

there with about 40 other staff mainly from the local area.  The Director is Rik Gadella who came 

from France and loved the area so much he set up this magnificent garden. They have accomplished 

a great deal with an Arboretum, orchid houses and many interesting ethno-botanical gardens which 

take several hours to explore. Similar to Otari it has a significant bush reserve to explore, some 

parts with great views of the Mekong River. We spent an hour with Bryony and learnt how quickly 

weeds can grow in such an environment and the constant need for upkeep to keep these 

interesting tropical gardens at their best. They have been open just over 18 months and I'm sure they 

will do well. 

 

The Trust Board has meet twice already this year and we were pleased recently to see one of our 

supported projects on native orchids with Carlos Lehnebach and Jonathan Frericks finally get 

published in the NZ Journal of Botany. We are also looking currently at supporting the Plant 

Laboratory in the Otari Nursery a centenary project for the Karori Lions. 

 

I look forward to seeing you in Otari soon and remember our member’s monthly walks and the 

March Seminars every Tuesday evening in March. 

 

Many thanks to all the 

volunteers who have helped 

over this busy period with 

planting, hosting, tours, 

walks and producing this 

newsletter.  

 

Kind Regards 

Phil Parnell 

Chair Otari-Wilton’s Bush 

Trust. 

 
 
"Queen Sirikit Gardens" 
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Otari Report  
 

Kia ora koutou. 

 

Good to see a bit more rain hit us during February after quite a dry spell over the 

last summer. We were beginning to worry about some of the plants in the gardens. 

 

We have been considering what the future of the nursery here is over the past six 

months. Over time we would like to upgrade and add to the nursery equipment, 

rearrange the layout to make working here more efficient and to integrate the 

nursery into our visitor experience. We have been fortunate to recently embark on 

a joint project with Karori Lions Club which links into the future of the nursery here at Otari.  

 

The Karori Lions Club approached us last year with regard to funding a project which celebrates the 

Lions Centenary through a Centennial Legacy Project. After considering our options we have 

decided to seek funding for a plant conservation laboratory at the Otari nursery. The plant 

conservation laboratory will support conservation research across both Otari and the Wellington 

Botanic Garden, especially in assessing seed storage viability and germination of threatened plant 

species. 

  

We will be upskilling our staff in seed storage, seed germination science and data capture along 

with providing a resource for partner conservation organisations, research institutions, and tertiary 

students. 

 

Support for this project has been offered by the Victoria University Botany Department, Te Papa, 

Plant and Food Research along with Otari Wilton’s Bush Trust. Otari is already closely involved 

with the New Zealand Indigenous Flora Seed Bank in the collection of rare and threatened species 

seed for ex situ conservation and in experimentation in how to save seed from species which are 

difficult to store.  

 

We have a bit of work to do to make this a reality however we are well on track and look forward to 

this piece of work making a huge addition to how Otari works in the plant conservation space in 

New Zealand. We are very grateful to the support that is being offered by the Karori Lions Club to 

help us achieve this. 

  

I hope you get the chance to visit Otari over the rest of summer.   

 

Kind regards,  

Rewi Elliot, Manager, Otari-Wilton’s Bush. 

otari@wcc.govt.nz  

 

 

 

  Changed your email address?                              

  Please, if you change your email address, let the secretary know 

promptly to avoid missing out on notices. 
 Send your new address to Margaret Crimp m.crimp@xtra.co.nz At her last emailing many emails 

bounced because of old addresses – especially paradise ones. 
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Trust Board 2016 – 2017 
 

 

 

The Board of Trustees for the current year is: 
  
 Chairman Phil Parnell      93 Amritsar St, Khandallah. landy@xtra.co.nz 

     Phone: 479 2239 

 

 Secretary: Margaret Crimp: 167 Wilton Rd., Wilton.      m.crimp@xtra.co.nz   

     Phone:  475 326 3      

 

 Treasurer. Jocelyn Hoskin 14 Warwick St, Wilton.    jhoskin62@gmail.com          

Phone: 475 8696 
    

 Bev Abbott  40 Pembroke Road, Northland      bevabbott@xtra.co.nz    Phone:  475 8468 

 

Peter Buxton  106 Weld St, Wadestown.         pebuxton@xtra.co.nz  Phone:  472 3456

        

 Wilbur Dovey  40  Warwick St., Wilton.       cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz  Phone:  499 1044 

  

 Jane Humble  16 Izard Road, Khandallah jhumble16@gmail.com  Phone: 971 6970 
      

 Ian Stockwell  2 Paisley Terrace, Karori .      stockwellian@hotmail.com Phone:  476 3630 

 

 Cathy Wylie  43 Huntleigh Park Way, Ngaio.     Cathy.wylie@nzcer.org.nz    Phone:  938 6498                            

 
 
 

The trustees welcome individual communications from members on any matters relating to  

Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve or the Trust, particularly from those who would like to assist and participate in 

our activities. 

 
 
Newsletter: Vera Burton. Phone 938 8207.  veeanddave93@gmail.com 
 

 

Trust Annual General Meeting 
This important meeting will be held on Wednesday, 23 May at 7.15pm 

At this meeting there will be the election of Trustees. 

We would be delighted to hear from any member who is interested in becoming a Trustee . 

See nomination form page 8. 

The current secretary is not standing for the Board so there will be a vacancy. 

For more information contact Phil Parnell or Margaret Crimp 

 
 
 

Reminder from the Treasurer 

Subscriptions for the next financial year fall due in March. If you pay early you won’t be plagued 

by reminders. 
Or pay by internet banking: If you want to pay this way, please contact Jocelyn Hoskin,  

jhoskin62@gmail.com  Phone: 475 8696   for instructions on how to proceed. 
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Otari March seminar series.  
All seminars will start at 7.30pm in the Information Centre, Te Marae o Tane, 

Wilton Road. Gold coin donation. 

 

Tuesday March 6.  “Recent Wairarapa Olearia gardneri population 

discovery and its ongoing management”.  Trevor Thompson 

 

Tuesday March 13.  “Dragonflies from scratch: their life-cycle, behaviour, 

ideal habitats, plus some basic identification, and their importance for us” . 

Ruary Mackenzie Dodds 

 

Tuesday March 20.  “Local and global challenges affecting our coastal seaweeds”. Wendy 

Nelson 

 

Tuesday March 27.  “The ecological success of Restoration Planting in New Zealand”.  Tessa 

Roberts 

 

 

Otari awards 
The Board is calling for nominations for the Otari awards. These are granted for distinguished 

volunteer service. 

The number of awards will be limited to no more than three each year. 

Only financial members, or the staff, are eligible to nominate volunteer workers for these awards. 

Nominees must have made a considerable contribution to the work of the Trust and they must also 

be financial members of Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust. 

The Chairman of the Board will appoint a panel of no more than three to make the final selection. It 

will contain one independent (non-Board) member. The selection panel will be chaired by the 

Chairman of the Board. 

Nominations should be submitted in writing by 31 March to the Secretary of the Board. The awards 

will take the form of a framed certificate personalised for each of the recipients. 

The awards will be presented at the AGM in May 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beware! The Otari Monster! 

Photo: Dave Burton 
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Cryopreservation of swamp maire 
 

Information about swamp maire work that Karin van der Walt our Science and 
Conservation Advisor is working on. 

 

Syzygium maire (swamp maire) is considered to be desiccation sensitive - the 

seeds cannot be dried and frozen as per normal seed banking procedure. Other 

options to conserve S. maire seed is through living collections (as these are large 

trees space is often a problem), tissue culture (labour intensive due to sub-

culturing) and cryopreservation of the embryos at -196°C.  

  

Cryopreservation is now widely applied to the conservation of native species globally, although this 

hasn’t been done in New Zealand yet. In May 2017 I started to work on the baseline information for 

S. maire seed and embryos such as determining the moisture content and seed viability and also did 

a couple of trials to see how the species responds to cryopreservation. This entailed excising the 

embryo, conducting a 5 step sterilization process of the embryo, encapsulating the embryo in 

Sodium alginate and Calcium before submerging them in Liquid Nitrogen for 1 hour (survival of 

the initial hour indicates that long term survival is likely). After submersion in liquid nitrogen the 

samples are rapidly defrosted in a water bath and then placed on a growth medium. Although initial 

success was a bit low (which is normal for cryopreservation), we have valuable data to expand the 

next round of research on. Below are some photos of the encapsulated embryo. 

  

I am currently busy 

assessing the seed viability 

at various seed 

development stages 

through germination and 

biochemical analysis. 

Preliminary germination 

data indicates that young 

seed collected from the tree 

(rather than from the forest 

floor) has high viability 

and could possibly be 

better suited for 

cryostorage.  
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Olearia gardneri  

 

Otari is helping QEII Trust restore Olearia gardneri in the Wairarapa.  

   

One of the key note speakers at the NZPCN conference in Hokitika, October 2017, 

was Trevor Thompson. Trevor is the Wairarapa representative for the QEII National 

Trust. In November 2013 he discovered a population of about 400 Olearia gardneri 
growing on a block in Wainuioru that was being considered for covenanting. 

 

This was a hugely significant discovery as the entire population before the find was 

thought to be about 160 individual plants on widely scattered sites throughout eastern Wairarapa.  

 

Trevor told a great story and showed a lot of passion and enthusiasm for plant conservation. I let 

Trevor know that we could cultivate numerous plants here at Otari for his future restoration 

programmes if he could collect us the seed. Early December, Trevor brought us some beautiful 

looking seed that he managed to collect off various plants before the wind carried it away. 

 

Shrubby tree daisies can often have low seed viability, but initial tests by Karin Van der Walt (Otari 

Science and Conservation Adviser) showed that numerous seed in the collection were viable. Now 

there are hundreds of seedlings coming up in the Otari nursery. If we can get them through the 

vulnerable infancy stage, then we will be able to return a healthy and diverse number of plants to 

Trevor for future restoration projects in the Wairarapa. Trevor intends on setting up 3 new 

populations in the region. 

 

Finn Michalak,  
Collections Curator,  
Otari Native Botanic Garden 
 

 

Below: Horticultural apprentice, Jayne 
Goldsworthy,  with pot of Olearia gardneri 
seedlings at Otari nursery. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Olearia gardneri has a Nationally Critical 

Threat Status (very rare). It is a small-leaved 

shrub in the Asteraceae (daisy family) with 

wide-angled flattened reddish stems bearing 

clusters of thin leaves, inhabiting river 

valleys of the southern North Island. Leaves 

10-15mm long by 7-10mm wide, oval. 

Flowers small, white, in small groups at base 

of leaves. Seeds fuzzy. 



8 

 

OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST 
160 Wilton Road, 

WELLINGTON 6012 

 

 

NOMINATION FORM FOR THE ELECTION OF TRUSTEES 

(To be completed by the nominator) 

 

I (please print full name) ________________________________________ 

being a financial member of Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust, wish to nominate as a 

Trustee: 

 

Name of person being nominated: _______________________________ 

 

Nominee’s address: 
__________________________________________
__ 
 

Signed: ______________________________________ Date: ___________ 

 

 

 

DECLARATION 

(to be completed by the person being nominated) 

 

I (please print full name)________________________________________ being a 

financial member of Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust, agree to being nominated as a 

Trustee. 

 

Signed:_____________________________________ Date: ____________ 
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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST 
  

(Supporting Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve) 

      Membership Application Form 

We are delighted to welcome new members – whatever your interest in Otari-Wilton's Bush 
 - from a desire to participate in active friendly volunteer support and educational activities, 
or just the satisfaction of being associated with this wonderful native plant reserve. 
Our membership year is from 1 April to 31 March.  New members joining after 1 January will 
have the membership accredited to the following year.  
 
Yes, I would like to join the Trust. 
 
      Name (s) : …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
      
      Postal Address : ……………………………………………………………………………. 

          …………………………………………………………………………… 

                    …………………………………………………………………………   

      Telephone contact number/s : (    )…………………………………………………   

      E-mail address:  <        > 

      Billing Name and Address :……………………………………………………………………………………….           

       (if different from above)        ………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Subscription Corporate  $30 $ 

 Double/Family $15 $ 

 Individual $10 $ 

 Student/Unwaged $5 $ 

Donation*   $ 

Total payment (please enclose cheque**)  $ 

 

*The Trust is registered as a Charitable organisation and donations over $5.00 qualify for a tax 
rebate to individual taxpayers. (annual limits apply)  We will provide a donation receipt to support your 
tax rebate claim  
**We regret we cannot process payments by Credit Card. 
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please indicate the areas of interest to you from the 
following list: 

()     Work parties                             ()   Hosting at the Information centre 
()     Administration ()   Guiding 
()     Historical Research  

 
Please send this completed form with your cheque to:    
The Treasurer,  Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust,  160 Wilton Road, Wilton,  Wellington 6012 
 
Or pay by internet banking: If you want to pay this way, please contact Jocelyn Hoskin,  
jhoskin62@gmail.com  Phone: 475 8696   for instructions on how to proceed. 


