OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
News and Views December, 2018
Web site: www.owbt.nz For all walks meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o Tane unless
otherwise stated. Walks with talks first will start at the Leonard Cockayne Centre. Unless
otherwise stated walks are free to Trust members and children under 15, otherwise $5.
For information re walks and seminars contact the Treehouse on (04) 499 1400

The second Saturday
of each month. 9am

Plant care is on the second Saturday of each month. Please note there is
no plant care in January; resumes in February
Contact Wilbur Dovey, 499 1044.

There is no walk in January
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Sunday
24 February 2019
2pm

Te Papa’s Bush City
Join Leon Perrie in Te Papa’s Bush City for a sneak peek at the botanical
stories which will be in Te Papa’s new nature exhibition. Leon is the
lead science curator for the exhibition. Did you know that Bush City is
cared for by Otari’s staff?
Meet at Te Papa in the amphitheatre between Te Papa’s ground floor
café and Bush City.

Sunday
24 March
2pm

Death, disease and decomposition in the forest
On this walk we will discuss plant diseases, including some recent ones
like myrtle rust and kauri dieback, and learn about vectors and how
pathways for disease transmission can be reduced. We’ll also
investigate typical ways that trees and shrubs die and how they are
broken down by invertebrates, fungi and microorganisms to provide
nutrients for living plants, animals and fungi.
Meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o Tane.
Leader: Carol West

Chairman’s Message
Hi everybody,
This spring has been a very mixed bag of weather which has generally been good
for the gardens and the bush. Our volunteers whether weeding, guiding , pest
controlling, assisting staff or planning the future have carried on regardless
so Otari-Wilton's Bush is in great shape for the summer and the bumper crop of
visitors expected. The staff have done excellent work and welcome to Megan
Ireland our newest staff member.
The creation of a Tongariro National Park garden is a welcome addition to the Brockie collections
near the large Ngaio tree. Two new posts (Pou) have been added on the Kauri lawn at the main
entrance which is leading many people to enter the fernery from this side for an "entrancing view"
to quote an American landscape architect who recently visited.
The Trust has produced another colourful calendar for 2019 showing off some of our rarer plants
and the Bartlett's rata in flower for the first time in 19 years. Karin van der Walt with help from Te
Papa staff has been working to produce seed for storage for future conservation of this rare plant (in
the Myrtle family). You may have noticed this announcement from Government on Kauri dieback
and Myrtle rust see link https://www.radionz.co.nz/news/national/376388/boost-in-funding-forkauri-dieback-myrtle-rust-research.
It was a sad occasion recently with the passing of one of our key members and volunteers Rodney
Lewington. Rodney has contributed a huge amount of his time, skill, and energy to assisting Otari
in many ways, particularly guiding. He has been Chief guide for some years and took on all the
organisation of volunteers with welcome assistance from Darea. Our thoughts are with his family
and it was very pleasing to see so many members and friends at his funeral.
The guiding and cruise ship visits have been in operation again for last two months. Bev Abbott and
Carol West have picked up from Rodney Lewington who previously headed these efforts of many
volunteers, which boosted the Trust funds. This coincided with an increase of around 50% in the
number of tours scheduled for this season which runs till April 2019. This has meant a huge
workload and need to recruit more volunteers to assist with guiding visitors around Otari. I would
like to thank Bev and Carol for taking this role temporarily under difficult circumstances.
The Board is planning a review of the Trust’s involvement in this area in 2019 to decide how it
should be structured in the future. Further volunteers are still welcome, and participation as a tailender is a great way to be involved meet visitors and enjoy the walks in Otari-Wilton's Bush and
learn information which will add enjoyment to your visits. Contact Bev or Carol in the first
instance.
Clare Stanford has been busy planning our walks program for 2019 and there is plenty coming up to
interest members. The next walk will be in February 2019. I would like to thank all those who led
or assisted on this year’s program.
Thank you to all the volunteers who contributed to the success of Otari this year and I look forward
to catching up at the WCC Christmas function. I would like to wish you and your family all the best
for the festive season and look forward to seeing you at Otari soon.
Kind regards
Phil Parnell
Chair Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust
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Otari Report

Summer is well on its way. The gardens are looking beautiful with lots of spring
growth and flower. You may have noticed that we have recently changed two
areas in the gardens. After being donated a truck load of volcanic rocks from the
natural heritage exhibition at Te Papa we have created a small garden underneath
the large ngaio tree near to the Cockayne lookout. We’ll be adding a few more of
our plants to this garden from our nursery that have been collected from the
Tongariro and the central plateau.
One of the areas in the alpine garden has also been renovated with soil replaced and new plants
added. You’ll notice another rather bare looking area in the alpine garden; this is due to be
renovated in the coming weeks.
Over the next six months we will be scoping some changes to the interpretive displays in the
Information Centre. As the Trust is an important stakeholder in how the Information Centre is used
we will be offering the opportunity for Trust members to contribute thoughts on this.
We welcomed this week Victoria University student Jennifer Alderton Moss who will be working
with Karin (our Conservation Advisor) in the Lions Otari Plant Conservation Laboratory as part of
the VUW/WCC summer student programme. Jennifer will be helping with Karin’s seed storage
programme and assist with germination testing. Other work will include hand pollination of native
orchids and pollen conservation.
We had a visit from Dr. Ruth Bone from Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and the Millennium Seed
Bank recently. Ruth was impressed at what we are achieving in the lab and we discussed our
ongoing relationship with RBG Kew and how they might support our lab activities.
I have recently had the privilege of joining the organising committee for the next New Zealand
Plant Conservation Network (NZPCN) conference. This is a joint conference between the NZPCN
and the Australasian Systematic Botany Society (ASBS) planned for 24-28th November 2019 in
Wellington. Being in Wellington this is a great opportunity to showcase Otari and promote the work
of the Trust. We are planning a series of workshops and field trips as part of the conference
including two at Otari.
If you are interested in hearing more about the conference we already have a Facebook page set up
(search Facebook for: ASBS NZPCN Wellington 2019) and a conference website will be up in
early December (https://systematics.ourplants.org/). Conference information will also be posted on
www.nzpcn.org.nz and www.asbs.org.au.
I wish you all a very merry Christmas and happy New Year.
Kind regards,
Rewi Elliot
Team Manager – Otari-Wilton’s Bush
rewi.elliot@wcc.govt.nz
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Trust Board 2016 – 2017

The Board of Trustees for the current year is:
Chairman Phil Parnell

93 Amritsar St, Khandallah.
Phone: 479 2239

Secretary: Wilbur Dovey

40 Warwick St., Wilton.
Phone: 499 1044

Treasurer. Jocelyn Hoskin

14 Warwick St, Wilton. jhoskin62@gmail.com
Phone: 475 8696

landy@xtra.co.nz

cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz

Bev Abbott

40 Pembroke Road, Northland

bevabbott@xtra.co.nz

Peter Buxton

106 Weld St, Wadestown.

Jane Humble

16 Izard Road, Khandallah

jhumble16@gmail.com

Phone: 971 6970

Ian Stockwell

2 Paisley Terrace, Karori .

stockwellian@hotmail.com

Phone: 476 3630

Carol West

9 Mamari Street Rongotai carolwest@xtra.co.nz

pebuxton@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 475 8468
Phone: 472 3456

Phone: 3873396

The trustees welcome individual communications from members on any matters relating to
Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve or the Trust, particularly from those who would like to assist and participate in
our activities.

Newsletter: Vera Burton. Phone 938 8207. veeanddave93@gmail.com

Open Day Plant Sale drew even more than the usual crowds this year with unprecedented, but
very patient, queues. Photos: Rewi Elliott, WCC.
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Rodney J. Lewington, 14/04/35 – 27/09/18
With great sadness we record the recent death of Rodney Lewington.
Rodney arrived in Wellington from the United Kingdom in 1961 and began his
commerce studies at Victoria University in the same year.
In 1974 he joined the Wellington Botanical Society and subsequently served as
President, Secretary, and Treasurer. During this time he developed an interest in
bryophytes, a subject which suited his keen eye for detail and his love of a
challenge.
In the early 2000s he turned his skills to liverworts and became one of New
Zealand’s leading experts in their classification.
Following his retirement, Rodney took over the management of the tours run by Otari-Wilton’s
Bush Trust for cruise ship passengers, school groups and other special interest groups. He took up
this task with his characteristic willingness and good humour. With deceptive ease he recruited and
trained guides, negotiated contracts, and maintained the rosters of volunteers. In this role he
introduced New Zealand plants, and in particular the splendours of Otari- Wilton’s Bush, to visitors
from all over the world.
In 2009, his book Paths and Other Location Names in the Otari Open Air Museum 1926-1965, was
published by the Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust.
In all of these activities Rodney was tirelessly supported by his wife Darea. We extend our
sympathy to his family.

Jess Shepherd’s Botanical Painting Workshop at Otari.
Recently a very enjoyable and well-attended Botanical Painting Workshop was held at the Leonard
Cockayne Centre at Otari.
Jess is a qualified botanist and botanic artist who has worked as Assistant Curator at the Shirley
Sherwood Gallery at Kew Gardens.
Her mission is to raise awareness of plants by illustrating them realistically but in strikingly
different ways.
Fourteen participants from different botanical and artistic backgrounds worked very hard over a
weekend under Jess’s guidance to produce some dramatically lit, over-sized leaf paintings.
See Jess’s work; http:// inkyleaves.com
Jane Humble
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Glow worms at Otari
Anyone who has taken visitors around Otari knows that it is home to a fascinating
array of plants, stemming from a richly different evolutionary history. Plants
with widely different juvenile and adult forms, a huge variety of divaricating
shrubs, an extraordinary array of divergence within the Veronica genus, and much
more. But there’s one organism that people walk past all the time, and never
know that it is there. All they see is a vertical, moist, sheltered bank. Walk past
the bank at night, and it’s a different matter – glow worms are there in profusion,
their lights scattered like diamonds on black velvet.
The lights are produced by the larva of a fly that is found only in New Zealand. The larva secretes
a gelatinous tube, the hammock, and hangs from it a fishing net of lines beaded with sticky droplets.
Shine a torch on them, and they look like jewels on a string. The larva lives in the tube for up to 7
months before it pupates. The fly that hatches from the pupa lives only two or three days, enough
time to mate and lay eggs. Then the whole cycle starts all over again.
This year I’ve taken parties to see them about ten times in all. We walk down from the Information
Centre through the tawa grove and the fernery, past the giant rata and the Pennantia, down the
circular walk dug out by Job Wilton’s sons, along the stream bed to the picnic area where we pay
our respects to the eel under the bridge, and then to the glow worms.
But it’s not all about glow worms. We walk back up
past the lancewoods and the horopito, which gives
me a chance to talk about moas. … Did you know
that the largest moas weighed 230 kilograms, all run
by a brain 25 grams in weight? Just one moa of that
size would present plants with considerable grazing
pressure, and you can see their evolutionary
response written in large letters. Then back to the
Information Centre, with the whole trip lasting just
over an hour.
For the last two years we’ve been running bookings
through Eventfinda. That means that we can put a
limit of 20 on the size of the party, and all the financial arrangements are taken off our hands. This
year, the tours have contributed $645 to the Otari Wilton’s Bush Trust. Finally, I would like to
thank Ron Fountain in particular, together with Kay Poynton and Leo Brettkelly for their help. It is
largely due to their efforts that we haven’t ever lost anybody. Dave Burton

Open Day Raffle winners
The raffle winners are:First Prize;

Elizabeth MacLennan who chose the Book - New Zealand Native Trees.

Second Prize;

Lynley Ainsworth who chose the 5 Native plants

Third prize;

David Burton - the Rewarewa Bowl
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November walk to the Mistletoe
On November 16 members enjoyed an excellent visit to George Gibbs’s house and
QEII convenanted beech forest above Eastbourne.
Two beech mistletoes, both Peraxilla tetrapetala were present, seeded by George
over the many years he has been in this area.
Seeds came from a large older plant which is no longer present as the host branch it
was on died.
The New Zealand beech mistletoes are members of the Loranthaceae family which
have large attractive flowers.
We had a quick look at the one nearest the house which unfortunately had lost most
of its flowers recently in a northerly storm.
Then we made the challenging climb up to the ridgeline where we walked for ten minutes to see the
large plant in the photographs.
It had been in bloom for around two weeks and given the number of buds will be around for a while
yet, perhaps 4-5 weeks in total
George thought.
The flowers are characterised by long petal tubes
which spring open when accessed by pollinators
which include native tui, bellbirds and bees. The
twisting action causes the petals to spring open and
shower the bird with pollen.
We all made our way back to the house afterwards
where a refreshing lemon water and cup of tea was
kindly offered.

Then further time to admire the many native plants
in George and Keena's garden before returning to
Wellington.
A great day was had by all and the rain only started
on the way back to Wellington!
On behalf of the Trust I would like to thank George
and Keena for their hospitality.
Phil Parnell
Photos by Chris Moore and Phil Parnell
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Taranaki Wetland Purchase
The Native Forest Restoration Trust announced on 25 October 2018 that it had
been successful in its public request for funds to enable the purchase of 133
hectares of regionally significant forest wetland in Taranaki. As a result of
development and farming, there was less than 10% of this particular type of
habitat left in the
region, making the
remnant an
incredibly valuable
part of the
ecosystem.
The target was to raise $500,000. Half
of this was secured through a very
generous donation by Auckland couple,
Ray and Jan Lowe, in November 2017
when fund raising began. The
additional $250,000 came from the
Trust’s public campaign and some
bequest funding. The wetland is to be known as the Taranaki Mahood Lowe Reserve. Mahood was
Jan Lowe’s maiden name. Sadly, she died recently.
The purchased wetland is on the ring plain adjacent to Egmont National Park, approximately 8 km
south west of Inglewood between the Waiwhakaiho River and the Kaiauai Stream in north
Taranaki. It is close to the settlement of Egmont Village.
Blue duck/whio are a taonga (treasured)
species found in the 133 hectare block in
Taranaki.
Photo: Tony Green

The wetland was considered to be a
Regionally Significant Wetland and a Key
Native Ecosystem by the Taranaki Regional
Council and a Significant Natural Area by the
New Plymouth District Council. Properties
that are designated a Significant Natural Area
have certain restrictions placed on them that
mean that they can’t be cleared, or drained.
However, there was no obligation for the
owner to actively protect the area, which
meant that it could still be devastated by
invasive pests and predators such as possums,
rats and stoats. And, with inadequate fencing,
stock could wander onto the wetland and do
severe damage. Ownership by the Trust will
change this.
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Contractor and farmer Greg Clement sold the wetland. Photo: RNZ / Robin Martin

Local amateur photographer Tony Green, 68, is a regular visitor to the wetland. In an interview with
Mike Watson, a Stuff reporter, he said that ‘The forest was teeming with life. It's so quiet, so easy to
walk on. You can stop and see things. Just take your time and enjoy it," Mr Green said. "I come up
here just to get some peace away from town and even on a wet day you just see so much birdlife
and see so much plant life in here," he said. "There's so much fruit growing on the trees. It's a
continuous smorgasbord for the birds."
Mr Green had photographed whio, North Island robin or toutouwai, grey warbler or riroriro and
New Zealand falcon or kārearea in the block. Its gentle grade would make it attractive to visitors
once it was opened to the public, he said. "I could spend all day in here every day just wandering
around quietly and you don't get tired it's so easy to walk on, it's so easy to find things." The
wetland included rare kamahi, swamp maire, northern rata, tawa, thin barked totara, hinau, miro,
Kirk’s tree daisy, as well as mosses and lichens.
The wetland was owned by Contractor and farmer Greg Clement. He said the approach to buy the
wetland came out of the blue. "We were approached by the QE II (National Trust) guys to do
something with it. To give it to them," Mr Clement said. "And we said 'well we can't really afford
that' and between them, the Taranaki Regional Council, and the New Plymouth District Council,
they came up with the Native Forest Restoration Trust and they approached us. We worked out a
deal that was good for both of us and it's going to be looked after now." Mr Clement who had since
helped fence the block said selling was a no-brainer. " We think it's great to see the bush actually
being used and people coming and seeing the trees and the kids amongst it all. It's great, fabulous,"
he said. "It's all very well saying there is plenty of bush around but you can't get to a lot of it. It's too
hard, hard steep horrible country whereas this is very approachable, easy to get into."
Native Forest Restoration Trust manager Sandy Crichton said Mr Clement cut the trust a generous
deal. He had offered the wetland block to the Trust at half the valuation. The Trust greatly
appreciated his generosity, which had led to the negotiations being successful
Wetlands were becoming increasingly rare which made saving the block all the more important, Mr
Crichton said. "It is lowland forest that sits on flood deposits and wetlands are so important. They
provide a vital function to the ecosystem by cleaning the water that flows into them and they
provide habitat for the greatest concentration of wildlife of any habitat in New Zealand."
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The wetland, which has been fenced off from stock, was logged in the past and
had regenerated; the forest canopy had recovered and now measured up to 20
metres high, he said. With predator control the wetland will provide a pest proof
barrier for the birds and plants in the national park. He said that "We have
trapped a huge number of rats already and have now seen whio extend their
territory from the park into the wetland as a result."
Purchasing the land is just the first step – the Trust will also be putting
interpretive signage, a walking track and long-term pest control measures in
place to ensure that native species can continue to grow and flourish. Crichton said the trust would
work closely with TRC and environmental groups to enable more pest trapping to be carried out.
TRC operation director Stephen Hall said the wetland reserve was a valuable example of a
regionally rare forest wetland adjacent to Egmont National Park. The NFRT won a TRC
Environmental Award in 2017 for its work in saving the block of wetlands. The trust wanted to
build an accessible loop track through the Mahood-Lowe Reserve, and hoped to open it to the
public in 2019.
Ian Stockwell
Sources : Native Forest Restoration Trust website www.nfrt.org.nz The Trust is dedicated to
protecting New Zealand’s native forests and wetlands and was formed in 1980 after a group of
people protested the felling of giant totara in Pureora Forest. Today, the Trust manages over 7,000
hectares of reserves, protected forever for all New Zealanders to enjoy.
Mike Watson, Stuff reporter 6 August 2018
Robin Martin, Radio New Zealand reporter 29 August 2018
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Metrosideros albiflora
Akatea
Metrosideros albiflora is a
white flowered climbing rata,
rather different from the
Wellington local species (M.
colensoi, M. diffusa, M.
perforata).
It can climb up to 20m, into
the canopy. It is found in the
northern part of the North
Island, from Te Paki to the
Kaimai Ranges and Hamilton,
mostly in central and western
Northland and the
Coromandel Peninsula. It is
not often cultivated, and can
be difficult to grow; it is cold
sensitive. At Otari it can be
seen in the Adaptations
garden.
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OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST
(Supporting Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve)

Membership Application Form
We are delighted to welcome new supporters and there are a number of ways you can help us
to preserve this internationally significant native botanic garden and bush reserve for future
generations. Our membership year is from 1 April to 31 March.
New members joining after 1 January will have the membership accredited to the following
year. Please fill out the form below.
YOUR DETAILS

MEMBERSHIP

$

Name(s):

Student/Unwaged $5

$

Address:

Individual $10

$

PHONE Number(s):

Double/Family $15

$

Email Address:

Corporate $30

$

Billing name &
address: (if dirrerent
from above)

Total Payment:

$

Cheque enclosed (Please make out
to Otari Wilton’s Bush Trust

Paid electronically (please mark DONATION &
your NAME in reference.

Westpac account #

030518 0205713 000

*The Trust is registered as a Charitable organisation and donations over $5.00 qualify for a tax
rebate to individual taxpayers. (annual limits apply). Unfortunately we are unable to process payments
by Credit Card.

I would like a receipt for my donation.

• VOLUNTEER
We have over 100 volunteers who are active regularly at Otari. It’s up to you how much time you
commit – and you can choose how you would like to get involved from a range of activities, from
hosting and guiding tours to working in the Otari nursery, pest control and forest restoration.
Please contact Secretary Wilbur Dovey cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz
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