
1 

 

OTARI-WILTON’S BUSH TRUST 

News and Views December, 2020 
 

For all walks meet at the Information Centre, Te Marae o Tane unless otherwise stated.  Walks with 
talks first will start at the Leonard Cockayne Centre. Unless otherwise stated walks are free to 
Trust members & children under 15, otherwise $5.    Web site: www.owbt.nz   
 

 

The second Saturday of 
each month. 9am  

 

Plant care is on the second Saturday of each month. Please note there is 
no plant care in January; resumes in February 

Contact Wilbur Dovey, 499 1044.  
 

 

Sunday 

28 February 

2pm 

 

 

Wilton’s Bush Walk. From the Information Centre, up the 
Kaiwharawhara Stream to the Karori Cemetery, check out Harry 
McNeish's grave (he was Shackleton's carpenter on his Antarctic 
expedition), and return via the lower Blue Tail.  
Duration: approximately 2 hours 

Leader: Chris Moore 
 

 

Sunday 

28 March 

2pm 

 

 

What tree does this come from? A guided walk on some of Otari's 
tracks where timber samples will be matched to living trees, and some 
advice given on what features to look for when identifying a piece of 
wood. 
Leader: Roy Slack 
 

 

 
 

Information about the April – November 2021 walks will be included in 
the next newsletter. 
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Message from the Chair 
 

Kia ora koutou 

There’s quite a lot to report in this update. I want to begin by acknowledging 
Rewi Elliot, Manager of Otari for the last decade or more, who resigned in late 
September. The Trust will greatly miss working with him. Please see the article 
elsewhere in this issue about Rewi’s contribution. We understand that 
notification of the new Manager is imminent and will let you know in the next 
Newsletter. 

I’m delighted to report that the Board has decided to publish a book about the history of Otari 
Wilton’s Bush to commemorate the centenary of the opening of the Otari Open Air Native Plant 
Museum which will be in late October 2026. Now is a good time to begin such a significant project 
– well ahead of the event. Bee Dawson, author of many best sellers on a range of NZ historical 
topics and plant enthusiast, has been engaged to research and write the book. Some of you may be 
approached by her for an interview. We are looking forward to reading the fascinating stories 
involving plants and people that Bee uncovers during this project. 

With the sudden demise of our major income stream from cruise ship tours, the Board has also just 
agreed to an initiative to grow and sell hard-to-get native species. This project has the full support 
of Otari staff and will be a modest undertaking as space is limited. Jane Humble and Tim Mason are 
leading on this initiative and if you’re keen to be involved, please contact them. 

Phil Parnell organised a very successful event at the end of November to thank all of our volunteers 
for their hard work during the year. The hosts have had a particularly difficult time with 
Information Centre closures due to COVID-19 lockdown and uncertainties over the timing of the 
upgrade inside the Information Centre. At this stage, the upgrade may begin in late March next 
year. It was good to see everyone who attended the event, and it was a good opportunity for 
catching up and hearing people’s views. 

I was privileged to be invited to an event at Zealandia and Otari Wilton’s Bush in October when 
seeds of Dactylanthus taylorii, te Pua o te Reinga or waewae Atua, collected from Pureora Forest, 
were sown. It was a wonderful event, bringing all six iwi from across the greater Wellington region 
together to lead the seed sowing in several locations at Otari and Zealandia. Here is a great 
summary of the event, produced by Alison Ballance for Our Changing World on Radio NZ: 
https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/ourchangingworld/audio/2018773163/pua-o-te-reinga-
return-of-the-flower-of-the-underworld. Fleur Speedy from Wellington Botanic Gardens was the 
originator of this seed sowing project. Karin van der Walt, Conservation and Science Advisor at 
Otari, has a key role in securing the future of this species and received some seeds to learn more 
about its germination behaviour. David Mudge, who has done so much to showcase the plight of te 
Pua o te Reinga, asked me to sow one of the seed lots at Otari – that was indeed a real privilege. A  
nice connection of this plant to the Trust and Otari that I learned at the volunteer thank you event is 
that Jim Tait, who leads the RAMBO team, is a direct descendent of the Rev. Richard Taylor who 
was the first European to discover te Pua o te Reinga in March 1945 near Raetihi. It was from 
specimens collected by Taylor that Joseph Hooker at Kew Gardens described and named the plant 
in recognition of Taylor. 

As this unusual year draws to a close, I’d like to wish you all well for the summer and thank you for 
your support of the Trust and Otari Wilton’s Bush. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Carol West 

Chair 
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Karin van der Walt receiving seeds of Dactylanthus taylorii from Gemma White, Ngati Maniopoto. 

 
 

Thank you Rewi. 
 
We were very sorry to learn that Rewi Elliot was leaving 
Otari Native Botanic Garden and Wilton’s Bush Reserve 
where he has been Curator/Manager for the past thirteen 
years. 
 
Under Rewi’s guidance we have seen the gardens and the 
reserve go from strength to strength as a collection of New 
Zealand’s indigenous plants and as a much-loved 
recreational area. His hard work and belief in the 
importance of a collection such as Otari’s has been a 
constant reassurance to the Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust 
Board, whose purpose is to advocate for Otari-Wilton’s 
Bush. 
 
Not only has Rewi brought his horticultural and 
environmental qualifications to work and his sure aesthetic 
sense, but he has also been instrumental in establishing closer  
collaboration with Victoria University and Te Papa Tongarewa in Wellington. With his roles as 
President for the New Zealand Plant Conservation Network, and on the steering group for the New 
Zealand Indigenous Flora Seed Bank, he has raised Otari’s profile in the Australasian botanical 
community. 
 
The Board would like to thank Rewi for his contribution to the continuing development of Otari- 
Wilton’s Bush and for his support of the activities of the Trust Board. We all wish him well for the 
future. 
 
Jane Humble 



4 

 

Otari Report 

 
Greetings from Ōtari, 

 

There has been a lot of planting going on throughout the collections these past few 
weeks. This coincides with the annual stocktaking of all plants in the nursery. 
This has been a whole team effort, and something I have been promising Eleanor 
(who manages the Ōtari database) for many a month now. It is very satisfying to 
get some of our interesting plants, that have been sitting in the nursery too long, 
into the gardens where they will hopefully flourish.  

 

The alpine tarn has been renovated, and replanted. Many of the plants that are now in this garden 
were collected by Eleanor on the Botsoc summer trip to NW Nelson.  The team have done an 
excellent job here. The whole alpine garden has been slowly renovated over the past 3 years and 
looks superb. Many plants are putting on a spectacular flowering show this year. Ranunculus lyalli 
had at least 5 flowers! Which is pretty good for Wellington. 

 

The big event for Ōtari recently was the collection of Dactylanthus taylorii seed from Pureora 
Forest in October and the sowing of this seed at 3 locations in the forest, and other sites at 
Zealandia. The Project was a collaboration with Zealandia, DOC and Iwi reperesentaives for the 
whole of the Wellington region. Te pua o te rēinga, flower of the underworld, is NZ’s only fully 
parasitic plant. There was a great programme on RNZ the other day and you can hear it by 
following this link…..  

 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/ourchangingworld/audio/2018773163/pua-o-te-reinga-
return-of-the-flower-of-the-underworld 

 

There were a number of strong applicants for the Ōtari Manager position, the successful candidate 
will be announced soon and starting in the New Year. So I will soon be handing this report 
responsibility over to a new manager. Watch this space!  

 

I do hope you visit Ōtari over the next few weeks. In 12 years I have never known such a good 
flowering year in the collections. 

 

Cheers, 

Finn Michalak 
Manager - Otari Native Botanic Garden and Wilton’s Bush Reserve 
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Trust Board 2018 – 2019 
 
 

 
The Board of Trustees for the current year is: 

  
 

Chair: Carol West   9 Mamari Street Rongotai   carolwest@xtra.co.nz    
   Phone: 387 3396 

    
   Secretary. Wilbur Dovey 40  Warwick St., Wilton.        

cweag.dovey@xtra.co.nz Phone:  499 1044  
   

 Treasurer.  Tim Mason     54 Cashmere Ave, Khandallah.    timmason429@gmail.com  Phone: 479 0544 
    

 Bev Abbott  40 Pembroke Road, Northland      bevabbott@xtra.co.nz    Phone:  475 8468 
 

Peter Buxton  3 Ngaio Road, Kelburn, 6012,       pebuxton@xtra.co.nz  Phone:  475 3848 
                                                                                                                                              027 4723455.    
         

 Jane Humble  16 Izard Road, Khandallah jhumble16@gmail.com  Phone: 971 6970 
 

Phil Parnell      93 Amritsar St, Khandallah. landy@xtra.co.nz        Phone: 479 2239 
     

 Ian Stockwell  2 Paisley Terrace, Karori .      stockwellian@hotmail.com Phone:  476 3630 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The trustees welcome individual communications from members on any matters relating to  
Otari-Wilton’s Bush Reserve or the Trust, particularly from those who would like to assist and participate in 
our activities. 
 
 
Newsletter: Vera Burton. Phone 938 8207.  veeanddave93@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Wanted: Volunteers for the Plant Propagation Project 

As mentioned in Carol’s report, the Board is planning to grow and sell hard-to-get native species. 
To begin with, we are looking for volunteers to work for about three hours, once a week, 
propagating in the nursery, and will require a rostered person for one Saturday morning a month 
selling plants at Otari. We will start with a small team and see how it goes. Instruction will be 
given. 

Please contact Jane Humble: jhumble16@gmail.com Phone: 021 636 226  
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Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust Visit to Otari 

Wilton’s Bush November 2020 
 

Several years ago a large delegation of almost 30 people from the Rotokare Trust 
visited Otari Wilton’s Bush.  Rotokare was a finalist this year in the New Zealand 
Biosecurity Awards with four members coming to Wellington on 16 November. 
Simon Collins, the Sanctuary Manager, and the Trust’s Conservation Manager, 
Fiona Gordon, were not able to visit Otari afterwards as they were going to Nelson 
to assist the Brook Sanctuary with a pest-proof fence audit. 

 

On 17 November two Rotokare Trustees visited Otari. They were:Allen Juffermans, a New 
Plymouth-based business owner, long-time volunteer at Rotokare, and Trustee since early 2020, 
who is also on the Whanganui/Taranaki Conservation Board, and recently was voted onto the Wild 
for Taranaki Board (regional conservation hub organisation); and Deborah Clough  a local dairy-
farmer, long-time community support advocate, involved in several community organisations, and a 
Rotokare Trustee since 2016 (Treasurer since 2018).  

They met with Wilbur Dovey and Ian Stockwell, Otari Wilton’s Bush Trust Board members, and 
Finn Michalak, Manager, Otari Native Botanic Garden and Wilton’s Bush Reserve, for discussions. 
Both were afterwards taken on a tour of a small part of the Otari Garden (during which they met 
Phil Parnell), admired the flowers of Metrosideros bartletti, visited the nursery and the plant 
laboratory which had been sponsored by the Lions Club of Karori. Prior to visiting Otari they had 
been to the Pauatahanui Wildlife Reserve where fernbirds were released from Rotokare in 2017 and 
2018. 

 

Left: The flowers of Metrosideros bartletti at Otari 
were admired by the Rotokare visitors. 
Photo by Phil Parnell 
 
Above: Rotokare Trustees visit to Otari for 
discussions. 
Left to right Allen Juffermans, Ian Stockwell, Finn 
Michalak, Wilbur Dovey, Deborah Clough. 
Photo by Phil Parnell 
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The Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust, which has charitable status, was 
formed in 2004, out of concern for the declining state of the reserve. It is 
community-owned and driven, and is located 12km from the small town of Eltham 
in South Taranaki. It covers an area of 230ha  - forested hill-country 
catchment, with wetlands including a 17.8ha natural lake. The forest is dominated 
by mature tawa, rewarewa, and mahoe, and is home to kiwi, ruru/morepork, 
kārearea/NZ falcon, tūī, korimako/bellbird, kereru/wood pigeon, riroriro/grey 
warbler, miromiro/tomtit, tieke/saddleback, popokatea/whitehead and 
toutouwai/North Island robin, and other bird species.  
The mātātā/fernbird, and puweto/spotless crake, can be found in the lake edge 
habitat of raupō, flax, and pukatea/kahikatea swamp forest.  Tuna/eels and banded 
kōkopu are in the streams and lake. There are 9 native gecko present, including the gold striped gecko, 
which is only found in Taranaki on the mainland. In June this year 27 kiwi were translocated out of 
Rotokare, to the Totara forest block in Mangamingi (managed by South Taranaki Forest and Bird), 
and Sanctuary Mountain Maungatautari in the Waikato. Eight other species have been translocated 
over the years, including tieke and hihi. See www.rotokare.org.nz for more information. 
The 8.2 km predator proof fence that encircles the Reserve was constructed over the period 2006 - 
08 at a cost of $1.9 million. The Halo Project, started in 2015 now has over 2,904ha of land in 
established trapping, outside the predator proof fence. The Trust is currently expanding the area by 
a further 1,500 hectares (feral cats and mustelids only). This will bring the Rotokare Halo 

trapping area to approximately 4,600ha. This links to a further 1,230ha managed by South 
Taranaki Forest & Bird (952ha) and Taranaki Kiwi Trust (277ha) = a total collaborative trapping 

area of approximately 5,830 hectares. 
 
Total trap numbers for the Rotokare Halo project = 1,178. The Trust is refurbishing some used 
traps, and preparing some new traps for further deployment, and all going well the expectation is 
that there will be another 150 traps on the ground by Christmas 2020. 
 
Total trap-catch since January 2016: 
 

Feral 

cat Ferret Stoat Weasel H-hog Possum Mouse 

Norway 

rat Ship rat Goat Rabbit  Total 

209 10 324 124 981 711 1291 486 5695 14 208  10053 

 
Feral cats = 177 have been caught in 2019 and to October 2020 - an incredible number! And in the 
three months, since June 2020, there have been 28 feral cats caught. The Trust is also contributing 
to a feral cat research project with the University of Auckland.  
During the Covid -19 lockdown earlier this year, Ash Muralidhar, Rotokare’s Environmental 
Educator, in collaboration with Dr Emily Roberts, the Taranaki Regional Council Educator, produced 
an online educational video series ‘Backyard Biodiversity – Taiao Taiepa Ki Tua’. The series included 
online resources and learning activities; was placed third in the Association of Local Government 
Information Management Awards and in a national poll won the overall ‘People’s Choice Award’. 
 

 

New Zealand Biosecurity Awards 2020 
On 16 November the Trust was announced as the winner of the 2020 Department of Conservation 

Kahiwi Award in the established projects / initiative category. The other two finalists were the 
Friends of Waiwhetu Stream, Lower Hutt, and the Windy Hill Rosalie Bay Catchment Trust, Windy 
Hill Sanctuary, Great Barrier Island.  
 
The press release announcing the award said: 
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Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust 
This community-led success story celebrates the ambition and determination of the 
community to create and sustain a pest-free sanctuary, underpinned by a constant 
and priority focus on quality biosecurity delivery. This project demonstrates the 
purpose of Predator-free goals, and provides motivation and inspiration to the 
whole region. 
The Rotokare sanctuary is possibly the largest essentially mouse-free environment 
on mainland Aotearoa. A strong biosecurity history has enabled significant 
indigenous species reintroductions, including the return of tieke and hihi after 
c.150-years regional extinction, and pāteke after c.100-years regional extinction. A 
partnership project has established a kiwi breeding population, and has now begun 
translocating kiwi to other sites. The sanctuary is also a source for other species translocations. 
An extensive four thousand plus hectare trapping programme, in partnership with surrounding 
landowners has provided major community inspiration, enabled a kiwi translocation to a nearby 
site, and the return of pāteke to Taranaki. Due to pāteke predation soon after their release, a 
significant up-scaling of feral cat control has demonstrated the significant issue this species 
presents. 
A comprehensive environmental education and engagement programme reaches out region-wide, 
empowering the future generation of leaders with knowledge and inspiration to lead their 
communities to improve the prospects for indigenous biodiversity. 
Ian Stockwell 
  

In Search of Kohurangi 
On 17th November, team Ōtari took a trip to Wainuiomata Regional Park. We were there to check 
on the health of various kohurangi (Bracyglottis kirkii var. kirkii) plants that we first starting 
monitoring in 2018. Myself,  Finn Michalak and Corrin Imlach (Berhampore Nursery apprentice) 
joined GWRC Ranger Ricky Clarkson in his 4WD and headed up to the ridge above the 
Orongorongo river .  
4 plants had been caged by team Ōtari in 2018 to stop browsing damage by deer and goats. These 
plants were all in good health, but only 2 had flowered this year. However, the uncaged plants in the 
same area were also thriving with lots of seedlings and a few robust, bigger shrubs that had 
flowered well this year. Deer numbers are possibly very low in the area, as browse was evident on 
all the plants back in 2018. It was good to see that the plants looked so healthy. Kohurangi is a 
locally threatened species. Ōtari has been involved in collecting and cultivating kohurangi for 
nearly 10 years from sparse local populations, and hopes to bring it back to the Wellington City 
forest.  
Cheyney Biddlecombe. Ōtari 
Apprentice. 

Photos: Finn Michalak 
Left: Cheyney. Centre: Corrin 
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Wellington City Council Draft Cemeteries 

Management Plan 

 

The formal consultation period on the Draft Management Cemetery Plan for 

the Makara, Karori and Tawa Cemeteries has now started, with a closing date 
of 5pm on 11 December. 
 
The draft plan, consultation overview document and feedback survey can be 
accessed at  https://www.letstalk.wellington.govt.nz/cemeteries 
 
If Otari Wilton’s Trust members would like to make an oral submission in person, they should 
indicate this in the feedback survey. Oral submissions will be heard by the Council Committee in 
February 2021 (exact date to be confirmed). 
Once all of the submissions have been gathered and reviewed, the Council staff will develop the 
final plan for Councillor approval in April / May 2021. 
 
Background 

A review of the existing 2003 Cemeteries Management Plan is overdue and the Council was 
required, under the Local Government Act, to make periodic assessments of cemetery and 
recreation services, including the current and future demand and quality of service. 
The scope of the review was prepared under the Reserves Act but other legislation also had a 
bearing – Burial and Cremation Act, Local Government Act, etc., plus WCC strategies and policies 
as set out in the 2040: Smart Capital, Our Capital Spaces, Our Natural Capital; Long Term Plan, 
etc. 
 

Comments at a July 2020 briefing meeting organised by the Friends of 
the Karori Cemetery Trust with Shona McCahon 

Reserves Planner, Parks Sports and Recreation, Wellington City Council 

review-cemeteries@wcc.govt.nz 

 

Karori Cemetery 
 
This is the cemetery of most interest to Otari Wilton’s Bush Trust members. Shona McCahon, in 
her presentation raised various issues as set out below. 
 
The Karori Cemetery is nearly full, apart from some spaces in family plots. 
So, the question arises as to whether the cemetery could be classified as a historic reserve under the 
Reserves Act or managed as a heritage park. What would be the associated commitments of 
resourcing for heritage protection and what would be the community expectations? Who would be 
responsible for upkeep of the graves and maintenance? How to prioritise limited resources? 
 
On the question of vegetation management there is the issue of what should be the balance between 
visual amenity / shelter / wildlife habitat and gloomy character / damage to graves? Major tree work 
is costly with a need to establish priorities and plan a more sustainable planting programme. In what 
ways does the vegetation have heritage value? 
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Karori Cemetery is increasingly being used for recreation similar to a park. What 
needs did this cause for way-finding, interpretation and accessibility? And what 
was the role and potential of volunteers such as the members of the Friends of 
Karori Cemetery and other interested groups like the Remembrance Army and 
pest trapping volunteers? 
 
Various queries /observations came from those attending the meeting: 
 

• Very poor cemetery maps and way-finding, poor or non-existent signage 
and interpretation. No signs to Tangiwai Memorial, Peter Fraser 
and Walter Nash graves, and that there were no names for the various 
‘streets’ in the cemetery. 

 

• Poor access in many parts – Barbara Mulligan, who runs tours of the cemetery, gave a brief 
power point presentation which graphically showed the access issues with overgrown paths 
and tree damage to graves 

 

• Queries about who was responsible for grave maintenance and removal of vegetation from 
graves. 

 

• I commented in my capacity as a member of the public who regularly walked around the 
cemetery, on the sad state of the areas around the Kaiwharawhara Stream with large 
infestations of Tradescantia and blackberry. For me personally the main concerns have been 
the ongoing weed problem, and the sad and sorry state of the Kaiwharawhara Stream as it 
wends its way through the Karori Cemetery into Otari Wilton’s Bush  

 
• I said, as a member of both Zealandia and Otari Wilton’s Bush Trust (I carefully did not say 

that I was speaking on behalf of the Trust), that I thought there was a need for the 
Cemeteries Management Plan Review staff to consult with Zealandia and Otari Wilton’s 
Bush staff on the health of the Kaiwharawhara Stream in the Karori Cemetery, in the context 
of the Sanctuary to Sea Project being managed by Zealandia.  I said that I felt the lack of 
control re the infestations of both Tradescantia and blackberry in the Karori Cemetery 
would have contributed in part to the problems with both weeds in Otari Wilton’s Bush. 

 

• Pest management was mentioned by several of those attending as being lacking and that not 
enough was being done about controlling infestations of Old Man’s Beard, blackberry, ivy, 
barberry and Tradescantia.  

 
It is my personal view that pest plants, rats, possums, hedgehogs, mustelids, rabbits and feral cats in 
the Karori Cemetery have an impact on the ecology of Otari Wilton’s Bush. 
 
The Otari Wilton’s Bush Trust Board plans to make a submission on the Draft Management 
Cemetery Plan and will be considering this further at the November Board meeting. 
 

Members who wish to make individual submissions, need to note that the 

deadline is 5 pm on 11 December 2020. 
 
Ian Stockwell 
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Melicytus lanceolatus,  

Māhoe-wao 

This is  a shrub or small tree of forest margins, lowland to montane, found 
throughout the North, South and Stewart Islands, mostly in wetter areas. Like 
māhoe, it flowers prolifically along the branches. The flowers are purplish in 
colour. At Otari it is growing near the entrance, just past the Information Board by 
the carpark. It was flowering in September when I drew it, but unfortunately this 
hasn’t resulted in any fruit. 

 



12 

 

 

Membership Application/Donation form. 

 

Please note there is also one on the website which can be completed and 

submitted electronically or downloaded and printed and sent by post or email. 

 


